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On the Friday night before the Huskers 
defeated South Alabama 48-9, former Ne- 
braska players B rook Berringer, J osh Bull- 
ocks, Scott Frost; Jeff Krejci, Demorrio 
Williams and Harry Wilson were inducted 
in this year’s class. 

I still remember my first time meeting 
Scott Frost. 

It was at the 1993 State Track M eet at 
Omaha Burke High School. 

| was a freshman at Columbus High and 
had followed Frost’s successful football 
and track career at Wood River. He had fin- 
ished with an 11-man state record passing 
mark of 6,793 yards from 1989 to 1992. 

He was also an amazing hurdler and 
shot putter and at the time. | was just a 
young freshman who had qualified for the 
State Track Meet for the first time. 

My parents and his happened to be sit- 
ting together in the stands near the finish 
line and at one point when | went up to get 
some water, he happened to be sitting there 
with several of his gold medals around his 
neck, 

| was in awe, but | remember he was 
nice enough to visit for a while. 

| was happy when he decided to trans- 
fer back to Nebraska and was fortunate 
enough to be on the sidelines at the 1998 
Orange Bowl in Miami, when he helped 
lead Nebraska to a 48-17 win over Peyton 
Manning and Tennessee. 

Frost's state passing record held for 
many years before one of our family 
friends from Giltner broke it during agame 
| was covering. 


| personally hope that some day he is 
given a chance to return to Nebraska again 
as a coach, because his Nebraska roots and 
tradition are what the program sorely are 
missing right now. 

| was never fortunate enough to meet 
Brook Berringer before he tragically died 
inA pril of 1996, but! do remember sitting 
in my living room at my parent’s house in 
Columbus watching as he fought through a 
collapsed lung to lead Nebraska back to a 
42-34 win over Wyoming in his first colle- 
giate start in 1994 and then sitting out most 
of the first half of Kansas State game two 
weeks later before insisting he play and 
leading NU to a 17-6 win at M anhattan. 

| later interviewed his mother, J an, af- 
ter his death while she was on a book tour 
and last year had the opportunity to speak 
with his sister and nephew before the M i- 
ami game. It is truly a deserving honor for 
him as he was a major factor in the Husk- 
ers winning the 1994 and 1995 champion- 
ships. 

KKK KK 

Speaking of getting old, hopefully this 
Saturday’s game at Miami will be remi- 
niniscent of the 1995 Orange Bowl game 
when Berringer and company took it to 
Miami in the fourth quarter to earn NU’s 
only ever victory over the Hurricanes in 
Miami. 

Nebraska will need the same kind of ef- 
fort from Terrell Newby and the offensive 
line as they got against South Alabama, 
when he rushed for nearly 200 yards af- 
ter struggling in the opening loss to BY U. 
However, the Hurricane defense will be 
quite a bit stiffer and Nebraska will have to 
find a way to convert some third down and 
short situations on the ground. 

Let's hope that NU ’s winning ways can 
continue as they hit the road for the first 
time under Coach M ike Riley. 
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On Saturday the Nebraska 
Cornhuskers will have an 
opportunity to make a good 
impression in a fertile recruit- 
ing area when playing against 
the Miami Hurricanes. 

Mike Riley and the rest 
of his Nebraska staff have 
made Miami a focal point in 
recruiting over recent months. 
The hiring of defensive backs 
coach Brian Stewart and put- 
ting a satellite camp in South 


Beach this summer has helped : 


the Huskers access in one of 
the best recruiting areas in the 
country. The June camp in 
Miami led to a number of of- 


fers in both the 2016 and 2017 _ 


classes, 

Nebraska already holds 
a trio of commitments from 
South Beach in defensive 
back Dicaprio Bootle, junior 
college linebacker William 
Johnson and linebacker Greg 
Simmons. 

The Huskers also have a 
few targets down in the area 
as well including defensive 
back C.J. McWilliams, wide 
receiver Freddie Pinder and 
offensive tackle Stewart 
Reese, as well as a number of 
underclassmen targets. 


Recently, Nebraska has had 


a some success pulling some 
players from South Florida as 
the Huskers have had defen- 
sive stalwarts Lavonte David 
and Stanley Jean-Baptiste, 


both of whom have gone on to 


the NFL. 


RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 


BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 
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2016 recruit Greg Simmons will try and help Nebraska land other 
: players from the Miami, Florida area. 


“T mean it’s a big area and 
: it can have an immediate 


Simmons, who recently vis- 


ited Nebraska for an official 
visit, said he thinks the Husk- 
ers should continue to recruit 
the area as much as possible. 


: impact on a program,” Sim- 

: mons said. “We play really 
good football and there are 

~ some really good athletes. We 
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_ get a few more Miami guys 


Nebraska class.” 


Getting away from the 


: South Beach environment 
- was one of the reasons Sim- 


: mons wanted to come up to 
Lincoln. He felt feeling pretty 
_ happy about what he found in 
Nebraska. 


“Tt was great, the fans were 


great, the environment is 

_ crazy, the game was crazy,” 

_ he said. “Oh man it was what 
I expected it to be. It was 

_ everything the coaches told 
me about. It was something to 
- soak in.” 


Simmons could help play a 


big role in helping the Husk- 
ers spread the word down in 
Miami. The linebacker said 
he couldn’t wait to tell others 
about what he saw on a game 
_ day in Lincoln. 


One recruit Simmons plans 


to work on as soon as he gets 
_achance is his teammate 
Reese. The Huskers are look- 
_ ing to add another tackle and 
Reese recently told 247Sports 
- the Huskers were definitely 
getting a visit. 


“Yes, sir ’'m going to be in 


_ his ear 24/7 because there’s 
just no place like Nebraska,” 
- Simmons said. “He wasn’t 
here because he was go- 

_ ing to be out of town for the 
_ weekend but I'll get that guy 
up here, man, he’II like that 
atmosphere.” 


The linebacker won’t be in 


_ Nebraska again any time soon 
but he’ll be in Miami when the 
_ Huskers play the Hurricanes 

in this week. Simmons said he 
won't be in the stadium but he 


; plans to be around. 
_ and this could be a really great _ 


“Tt’s going to be a great 


- game and Ill probably be in 
Miami tailgating,” he said. “I 
_ just want to tailgate and watch 
- it outside of the stadium.” N 
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Former tighe end Akinmoladun emerges as defensive end 


Read daily Husker 

reports from Michael Bruntz 
at HuskersIllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 


IN AUGUST 2013, I headed to the Kansas 
City area with my HuskersIllustrated.com 
colleague Mike Schaefer to meet then- 
commit Freedom Akinmoladun and his high 
school coach. 

We arrived and found Akinmoladun, 
who committed to Nebraska as a tight end, 
catching passes before the start of a fall camp 
practice. The temperature had to have been 
pushing 100 degrees as Akinmoladun caught 
pass after pass while his teammates began to 
arrive at the school. 

Akinmoladun was an interesting commit- 
ment for Nebraska — nevermind the fact he 
committed on July 4 — as he had experience 
at offensive tackle, tight end and defensive 
end. 

While Akinmoladun caught passes, we in- 
terviewed Akinmoladun’s high school coach 
Andy Leach about his talented 
player. Leach said he was sur- 
prised that Nebraska hadn't 
talked about Akinmoladun as a 
defender. 

“That is interesting to me 
because looking at him with his 
body and his speed he could 
be a very good defensive end,” 
Leach said. “I talked with coach 
(Barney) Cotton about that a 
little bit, but coach Cotton said 
he’s a tight end and that’s the 
plan. Freedom seems fine with 
that.” 

Fast forward two years and 
Akinmoladun made his first 
start for the Huskers at defen- 
sive end against South Ala- 
bama. 

As far as position moves go, 
switching from tight end, where Akinmola- 
dun spent his redshirt year, to defensive end 
is not all that different. 

In his Nebraska debut against BYU, Akin- 
moladun recorded his first career sack, and 
added two total tackles. While the 6-foot-4, 
255-pounder confessed to some nervousness 
in his first game, he is feeling more comfort- 
able at the position. 

“I got a game under my belt, I got my feet 
wet and I know I need to keep improving,’ he 
said. “Keep working on the things I need to 
work on and get ready for the next game. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


“Freedom 
has genetics 
that are hard 
to teach, and 
he’s done some 
good things and 
he’s caught on. 
He does some 
things. You say 
something to 
him or he’Il 
watch some- 
thing. He’s a 
worker.” 


~ Hank Hughes 


NU Defensive 
Line Coach 


“Being in a big stadium, big arena I was 
kind of nervous but some of the veteran 
players were telling me to calm down and 
play like you play in practice,” he said. “At 
first I was kind of shaking and then I was 
getting myself into the game.” 

Akinmoladun was blessed with the tools 
to play defensive end well. He’s strong, quick 
off the ball and has long arms. 

During Saturday’s game against South Ala- 
bama, Akinmoladun got involved early, stuff- 
ing a run play on fourth down in Nebraska 
territory. The redshirt freshman finished 
with two tackles for loss and two quarterback 
hurries. 

Those are the kinds of plays Nebraska’s 
coaching staff has come to expect from the 
defensive end. 

“Freedom has genetics that are hard to 
teach and he’s done some good 
things and he’s caught on,’ Defen- 
sive line coach Hank Hughes said. 
“He does some good things. You 
say something to him or he'll watch 
something. He’s a worker. 

“He’s a guy that if you put it by 
height, weight, speed, he’s among 
the best guys in the group. He does 
a great job with his testing. He’s a 
guy that can run, jump, lift. He’s 
explosive, got some quickness...He 
played the position in high school 
but he’s really pretty natural at a lot 
of things.” 

Akinmoladun will continue to get 
an opportunity to showcase his tal- 
ents, with Gangwish out for another 
few weeks. 

Akinmoladun isn’t taking his 
chance for granted. Ever since the 
season began, it’s been a common sight to see 
Akinmoladun being one of the last Husker 
players off the field, getting in extra reps 
with Maliek Collins and other defensive line- 
men. 

“Tt’s just like the general things that all 
defensive linemen should know but he’s also 
pushing me,’ Akinmoladun said. “He knows 
when I'm not playing 100 percent. He keeps 
after me. That’s what I appreciate. He knows 
there’s another level I can play from the level 
I’m playing right now, so he’s just trying to 
keep getting me better.” 
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uestions 
wits Brandon Reilly 


Story by Lanny Holstein « Photos by Jimmy Rash 


Q: How did you deal with another hamstring 
injury hitting you in fall camp? 

A: It took a lot of patience. As I said in the past it was 
like déja vu. There is no way this could happen again. 


But I mean I stayed in the training room and did all I 
could. Glad I could be out there for the first game.” 


Q: Do you ever think about why you have had 
trouble with your hamstrings? 


A: “I’m not sure. Going into camp, I felt as good as ever, 
but maybe after a few days they were a little tight, but 
then we practiced on the grass, and I had a very unlucky 
instance in which I just stretched it way too far? 


Q: Going back to high school, have you had 
trouble with hamstrings? 


A: “No. Never. The first time ever was last year.” 


Q: You had five catches for 70 yards against 
BYU. How good did it feel to get in a rhythm 
right away in your first game back from injury? 


A: “Yeah. It’s been a long time since I’ve been out there 
consistently for most of the game, all the way back to 
high school. Definitely getting those first few catches, it 
was good.” 


Q: What’s coach Williams like on the sidelines? 
A: “It’s the same exact thing as practice. I mean, I don’t 
know if you saw when Alonzo (Moore) scored (against 
BYU) or Westy (Jordan Westerkamp), but he was sprint- 


ing all around us making words up. It’s good to have him 
on the sideline and not up in the box.” 


Q: What kind of words does he make up? 


A: “Your guess is as good as mine. He just makes up 
noises.” 


Q: Do you guys feel pressure to replicate what 
Kenny Bell and De’ Mornay Pierson-El did a 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


year ago? 


A: “Not as much, really. We all are pretty confident in 
ourselves. Obviously, De’ Mornay (Pierson-El) would 
help to have out there, but we feel confident with what 
he have.” 


Q: How will the receivers rotate this year? 


A: “Just based on personnel, we’ve had different groups 
going in keeping guys fresh the entire game. We want to 
keep as many guys fresh as possible. Just different per- 
sonnel and groups go out there together.’ 


Q: Do you think that will be consistent the 
whole season or will a few guys emerge? 


A: “Yeah. As much as we are passing the ball, running a 
lot in these hot games, you have to have depth. It’s good 
for us.” 


Q: You’ve mentioned before loving to play at 
night. Why is that? 

A: “It’s not as hot, for one. There’s nothing like it. Com- 
ing out of the tunnel, darker out, the lights just light 


everything up. It’s a pretty neat experience.” 
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Story by Lanny Holstein » Photos by Joe Mixan 


Terrell Newby answered the call on Saturday. 

The Husker back was all over the field, taking nearly every carry deep into 
the fourth quarter of Nebraska’s 48-9 win over South Alabama. The junior 
split carries with Imani Cross and Mikale Wilbon against BYU, but the coach- 
es wanted to give one man an opportunity to get in rhythm Saturday. 

‘Just looking at last week’s film, we liked how he played last week,” offensive 
coordinator Danny Langsdorf said. ‘“‘We thought we should feature him a little 
bit more, give him more reps during the week.” 

Newby took the opportunity and ran with it, putting together a 198-yard per- 
formance on 28 carries. He also tossed in 38 yards receiving for good measure. 
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“I knew we were going to want to implement the running 
game early, so obviously that’s what we did,” Newby said. 
“When we started to get things going, we just kept going for it.” 

Newby’s best moments came on touchdown runs of 13 and 
eight yards and a touchdown reception from eight yards out. 

“T’m feeling really good,” Newby said. “I feel confident 
coming out for the first drive, getting a great push up front. I 
just felt like as an offense as a whole, once we get rolling, I 
feel like we can’t be stopped.” 

The Nebraska offensive line, which struggled mightily in 
game one, opened holes for Newby all night. 

“T think it’s a matter of playing together and getting into a 
groove,” Langsdorf said. “Sometimes it’s the defensive line 
that you face. We had a real challenge last week against a big, 
strong physical front, and we didn’t run as well as we needed 
to, but today we played more physical.” 

Tommy Armstrong balanced out the Husker attack, which 
kept South Alabama on the ropes all night, with an efficient 
21-of-30 night from the pocket. He racked up 270 yards 
through the air, including two touchdowns. 

“T thought he was really efficient,” Langsdorf said. “He 
did a great job in some of the decisions that he made in terms 
checking the ball down and not trying to force it downfield. 
He was great that way.” 

Nebraska pulled out to an early 21-0 lead, scoring touch- 
downs on its first three drives of the game before first being 
forced to punt with 23 seconds to go in the second quarter. 
South Alabama would muff that punt, giving Drew Brown a 
chance to drill a 42-yard field goal as time expired in the half. 

The only real struggles Nebraska experienced were in the sec- 
ondary. A heavy Husker blitz left corners and safeties on an island 
with receivers and the Jaguars occasionally made them pay. 

“It was very apparent that we need to finish better on the 
deep balls,” defensive coordinator Mark Banker said. “I 
thought, with the exception of one deep ball, the corners were 
there to make the play. They just need to get better at being 
able to finish.” 

Linebacker Michael Rose-Ivey gave the Blackshirts a 
needed boost in the middle with Josh Banderas (groin) and 
Dedrick Young (foot) out for the game. After serving a 
suspension against BYU, Rose-Ivey stepped right in against 
South Alabama to lead the defense with 10 tackles. 

“Getting him back, he’s one of the team leaders, not only 
a leader, but he’s just a good football player, so it was a huge 
shot in the arm,” Banker said. 


Tyson Broekemeier punts for Sam Foltz, as he recovers from an injury. 


Freedom Akinmoladun forces a fumble in the second half. 


Listen to Huskers Illustrated practice reports 
and Saturday morning pregame talk this fall on 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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Lane Hovey makes a key third-down catch on Nebraska’s first drive of the game to keep it aaing for a score. 
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Hovey a up for Huskers in ion game 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY MITCH OTTO 


he performance Lane H ov- 
ey had envisioned for him- 
self quickly became reality 
in Nebraska's 48-9 victory 
over South Alabama. 
Hovey finished with career-highs in 
both receptions (five) and receiving yards 
(68) as the Cornhuskers finished with 303 
yards passing. 


The 6-foot-4, 205-pound junior wide ~ 


receiver from Adel, lowa, surpassed his 


previous career bests set last season at — 


Fresno State with three receptions for 45 
yards in the first quarter alone. 

Noticing that he would have a size ad- 
vantage against the Jaguars’ secondary, 
Hovey said had a good feeling some op- 
portunities would be coming his way. 

“You always hope that you will and 
through practice this week, we had 
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worked out some stuff with their second- 
ary being alittle under-sized and me being 
a bigger guy,” Hovey said. “That was one 


thing we really wanted to exploit.” 


And Hovey wasn’t the only Nebraska 
wide receiver to find success. 
Fellow wideouts Brandon Reilly and 


~ Alonzo Moore had five receptions apiece, 


combining for 107 yards and a touch- 
down, while Jordan Westerkamp finished 
with three catches for 31 yards, including 
aTD. 

“| really feel like things are starting 


to come together, receiver-wise,” Hovey 


said. “We had different guys who were out 
at different times, so | think it was really 


» hard for us and the coaches to figure out 


who was going to be able to do what for 


_ the offense. 


“With most of the guys back now, 


2015 


we’re starting to get it figured out. We’re 
all meshing together well.” 

With sophomore wide _ receiver 
De’Mornay Pierson-El out for an ex- 
tended period of time with a foot injury, 
Hovey said there’s definitely pressure on 
Nebraska’s other receivers to step up. 

“But we like it that way,” Hovey said. 
“We tell each other before every game that 
the receivers are the guys that are going to 
make this game or break this game.” 

Nebraska quarterback Tommy Arm- 
strong Jr. said he likes his options in the 
passing game. 

“When you've got guys like that who 
can make plays with their feet and catch 
balls in certain situations, then you’ ve just 
got to be able to get them the ball,” Arm- 
strong said of his receivers. “That's my 
job.” 


Linebacker Michael Rose-Ivey returned from a suspension to lead the team in tackles against Southern Alabama. 


Defense shuts down run, makes key stops 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 


ebraska’s defense re- 

bounded from a rocky 

season-opening — perfor- 

mance with a solid effort 

in a 48-9 victory over 
South Alabama. 

One week after allowing 511 total 
yards and a game-winning Hail Mary 
touchdown pass in a 33-28 loss to BYU, 
the Blackshirts gave up just 19 yards 
rushing, rendering the J aguars almost en- 
tirely one-dimensional. South Alabama 
quarterback Cody Clements passed for 
271 yards, but was 23-of-40 passing and 
was intercepted once. 

“We just needed to play solid football 
and to win a game,” Nebraska defensive 
coordinator M ark Banker said. “You are 
always better after a win than you are 
after a loss from an emotional and men- 
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tal standpoint. So, | hope the players feel 
good about what we did tonight.” 

The J aguars didn’t have a rush longer 
than eight yards, averaging 0.8 yards per 
carry on 24 attempts. 

“We always want to turn a team into a 
passing team,” Banker said. 

On their way to a 24-0 halftime ad- 
vantage, the Blackshirts stopped South 
Alabama twice on fourth down in the 
red zone. On the Jaguars’ third posses- 
sion, defensive end Freedom A kinmola- 
dun tackled receiver Claude Garrett for 
a 4-yard loss on a fourth-and-3 play and 
just before the halftime, USA moved to 
the Nebraska 5-yard line, but came up 
empty again on an incomplete pass. 

Nebraska’s defense was strengthened 
by the return of linebacker M ichael R ose- 
Ivey and defensive back Jonathan Rose. 
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Rose-Ivey led the Nebraska defense with 
10 tackles and Rose had eight total stops. 

Their performances helped offset the 
loss of three Husker defenders, who were 
sidelined by injury. Nebraska played 
without linebackers Josh Banderas and 
Dedrick Young, while defensive end 
Jack Gangwish was sidelined with an el- 
bow injury. The Blackshirts got off to a 
good start. Nebraska safety Nate Gerry 
intercepted a Clements pass thrown deep 
downfield and returned it 21 yards, set- 
ting up the Huskers’ first score. 

“We knew they were going to throw 
deep and test us vertically,” said Gerry, 
who recorded his seventh career intercep- 
tion. “I didn’t know if they would test us 
the first series, but they did. Everybody 
did their job and played their keys and | 
happened to be the guy to get the ball.” 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 13 


Husker Drive of t 


he 


Game 


Sam Cotton (84) celebrates as Terrell Newby rushes 


Pe 


fora 13-yard touchdown on 


the first drive of the game to set the tone for the offense. 


Opening NU possession set tone for the offense 


STORY BY SHANE G. GILSTER | PHOTO BY MITCH OTTO 


|| week long the Huskers 


talked about getting the | 
_ disappoint, carrying six times for 40 yards. 


running game on track. 


They also wanted to use © 
one running back so he 


could get in a rhythm early in the game. 


They accomplished all three of those — 
goals as the Big Red showed no ill effects ~ 
game. 


of last week’s loss to BY U by promptly 
driving 75 yards on their opening posses- 
sion of the first quarter for a touchdown. 


It was set up by the defense when Nate — 
 fensive line play. “Last week we didn’t run 
_ the ball very well so it was a big factor this 
' time. He (Newby) worked well off of our 


Gerry intercepted a South Alabama pass. 

“What you don’t want to do is give a 
team like that, that’s a big underdog in a 
situation like that, give them confidence 
going early. When the first thing they try 
really down the field at that point, we in- 
tercept it, | thought it was a very, very 
good way to start. Then we responded 


with a drive for a score. That's a great 
way to start,” said NU head coach Mike | 


Riley. 


Terrell Newby was the guy NU went with 
to carry the ball on that first drive. He didn’t 


He ran the ball with authority and showed 
nice vision and burst. Even though he didn’t 
have any big runs - long of 13 yards - it was 
a solid performance coaches and fans wanted 
to see from him and the offense to start the 


“It was real important for us to show what 


- wecould do up front early in the game,” said 


NU offensive lineman Nick Gates of the of- 


blocks.” 
Added NU offensive coordinator Danny 
Langsdorf, “| thought we were able to pound 


_ them pretty good and stay with it. Everyone 
on the team could get into a rhythm during 


that drive. We included a good misdirection 
package in there too with the fullback and H- 
back. It set the tone for the rest of the day.” 
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Breakdown — Play by Play 

1-10 NEB 25: Tommy Armstrong Jr. in- 
complete pass to Stanley Morgan Jr. 

2-10 NEB 25: Terrell Newby rush up the 
middle for 10 yards to the NEB 35, 1st down 

1-10 NEB 35: Newby rush over left end 
for 12 yards to the NEB 47, 1st down 

1-10 NEB 47: Newby rush over right 
tackle for 3 yards to the 50 yard line 

2-7 NEB 50: Armstrong Jr. complete pass 
to Lane Hovey for 10 yards to USA 40, Ist 
down 

1-10 USA 40: Newby rush over right end 
for loss of 1 yard to the USA 41 

2-11 USA 41: Newby rush up the middle 
for 3 yards to the USA 38 

3-8 USA 38: Armstrong Jr. complete pass 
to Lane Hovey for 25 yards to the USA 13, 
1st down 

1-10 USA 13: Jamal Turner incomplete 
pass to Hovey 

2-10 USA 13: Newby rush up the mid- 
dle for 13 yards to the USA 0, 1st down, 
touchdown 


Drive Stats 
10 plays, 75 yards, 3:51 minutes 


6 rushing plays, 4 passing plays 
40 yards rushing, 35 yards passing, 
5 first downs 


Player of the Drive 

Terrell Newby rushed six times for 40 
yards — 6.6 yards per carry. 

“Tt felt real good. I felt like we were start- 
ing to get going real early. The offensive line 
had a great push up front, so it was easier for 
me to read the holes. I felt like we were real 
confident as an offense as a whole that first 
drive? Newby said. 


Play of the Drive 

Facing a third and eight from the South 
Alabama 38-yard line, Armstrong dropped 
back to pass. 

He found an open Lane Hovey who took 
it 25 yards to the 13-yard line, and made a 
drive-saving first down. 

“T just always try and make the play when 
the ball is thrown my way. No matter the 
situation I try and make sure that I make it 
happen and I was glad I was able to make it 
happen at critical moments tonight,’ Hovey 
said. 


Nebraska 48, South Alabama 9 


Sept. 12, 2015 at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln 
Attendance: 89,822 


[Score by Quarters | 1/2] 3] 4 Total] 


[South Alabama | OT SOB CD 

[Nebraska | 4] 10] 7] 7] 48 

Qtr Time Scoring Pla V-H 

ist 10:02 NEB - Newby, Terrell 13 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 10-75 3:51 0-7 
06:05 NEB - Newby, Terrell 8 yd pass from Armstrong Jr. (Brown, Drew kick), 6-40 2:57 0-14 

2nd 07:06 NEB - Newby, Terrell 8 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 9-91 5:10 0-21 
00:00 NEB - Brown, Drew 42 yd field goal, 3-20 0:16 0-24 

3rd 08:04 NEB - Cross, Imani 9 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 6-75 1:55 0-31 
06:04 USA - Aleem Sunanon 36 yd field goal, 7-37 1:54 3-31 

4th 14:51 NEB - Brown, Drew 25 yd field goal, 12-67 6:13 3 - 34 
10:11 NEB - Westerkamp, J. 21 yd pass from Armstrong Jr. (Brown, Drew kick), 6-71 2:33 3-41 
08:30 NEB - Moore, Alonzo 2 yd pass from Fyfe, Ryker (Brown, Drew kick), 2-2 0:43 3 - 48 
03:36 USA - Josh Magee 36 yd pass from Dallas Eaus wie rush failed), 6-43 2: 18_ ae 48 


a : : RE ee a aad 


Imani Cross makes a spin move eduring hi his nine-yard tended run in the third quarter. 
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Tommy Armstrong Jr. prepares to stiff 
arm South Alabama’s Devon Earl. 
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Long snappers Chase Urbach and Jordan 
Ober celebrate Ober’s fumble recovery. 
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Team Statistics 


FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts- Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
Points off turnovers 


USA 
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Individual Statistics 


South Alabama Nebraska 
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
Xavier Johnson 7 28 Oo 28 0 8 4.0 Newby, Terrell 28 200 2 198 2 32 7.1 
Dami Ayoola 5 15 0 15 O 5 3.0 Wilbon, Mikale 3 21 O 21 #0 19 7.0 
Tyreis Thomas 4 7 2 5 O 4 1.2 Moore, Alonzo 1 19 0 19 O 19 19.0 
Trrnce Timmons 3 3 0 3 OO 2 1.0 Cross, Imani 1 9 0) 9 1 9 9.0 
Claude Garrett 1 0 6 -6 O 0O -6.0 Reilly, Brandon 1 5 0 5 OO 5 5.0 
Cody Clements 2 0 9 -9 O O -4.5 Armstrong Jr. 2 4 0 4 0 4 2.0 
Dallas Davis 2 QO 17 -17 +O O -85 Ozigbo, Devine 1 2 0 2 0 2 2.0 
Totals 24 53 34 19 O 8 0.8 Totals 37 260 2 258 3 32 7.0 
Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack Passing C-A-1 Yds TD Long Sack 
Cody Clements 23-40-1 271 O 55 0 Armstrong Jr. 21-30-0 270 2 30 0 
Dallas Davis 3-5-0 42 il 36 2 Fyfe, Ryker 5-7-1 33 1 14 0 
Totals 26-45-1 313 1 55 2 Turner, Jamal 0-1-0 Oo. O 0 0 
Totals 26-38-1 303 3 30 0 

Receiving No. Yards TD _ Long Receiving No. Yards TD Long 
Josh Magee 6 147 1 55 Reilly, Brandon 5 71 0 23 
Kevin Kutchera 3 48 0 18 Hovey, Lane 5 68 0 25 
Gerald Everett 3 39 0 37 Moore, Alonzo 5 39 1 18 
Marvin Shinn 3 27 0 11 Westerkamp, J. 3 31 1 21 
Xavier Johnson 3 22 0 15 Morgan Jr., S. 3 29 0 16 
Chris Lewis 3 10 0 4 Newby, Terrell 2 38 1 30 
Tyreis Thomas 2 1 0 2 Allen, Taariq 2 21 0 14 
Trrnce Timmons 1 14 0 14 McNitt, Luke 1 6 0) 6 
Claude Garrett 1 6 0 6 Totals 26 303 3 30 
D.J. Vinson 1 -1 0 0 
Totals 26 313 1 55 
Punting No. Yds_ Avg Long In20 TB Punting No. Yds _ Avg Long [n20_ TB 
Brandon McKee 5 153 30.6 51 1 1 Broekemeier, T. 3. 104 34.7 38 1 1 
Totals 5 153 30.6 51 1 1 Totals 3 104 34.7 38 1 1 

Punt Kickoff Intercept Punt Kickoff Intercept 
Returns No Yds_ lg Returns No Yds_Lg|No Yds_Lgj|No Yds_lLg 
Jalen Thompson O O O- Gerry, Nate oO o o|o oO Of i 21 21 
Trrnce Timmons 0 oO O Totals 0 oO Oj; O O Of; 1 21 21 
Claude Garrett 0 oO O 
E.J. Ma 1 oO O 
Totals 1 0 8 O 
Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time _ Dist Result 
Aleem Sunanon 3rd 06:04 36 yards Good Brown, Drew 2nd 00:00 42 yards Good 

Brown, Drew 4th 14:51 25 yards Good 

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB 
Corliss Waitman 2 130 65.0 2 0 Brown, Drew 7 438 62.6 3 0 
Aleem Sunanon 1 42 42.0 0 0 Lindsay, S. 1 65 65.0 0 0 
All-purpose Run Rcv KR _PR_IR_ Total All-purpose Run Rcv KR _PR_IR_ Total 
Josh Magee O 147 0 0 0 147 Newby, Terrell 198 38 0 0 0 236 
Claude Garrett -6 6 66 0 0 66 Reilly, Brandon 5 71 0 0 0 76 
Xavier Johnson 28 22 0 0 0 50 Hovey, Lane O 68 0 0 0 68 
Kevin Kutchera O 48 0 0 0 48 Moore, Alonzo 19 39 0 0 6) 58 
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Above: Kevin Williams pressures USA 
quarterback Cody Clements. Right: Maliek 
Collins forces Clements to throw the ball. 


# South Alabama 
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Defensive Statisti 


Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds 


CS 
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Int-Yds BrU 


23 Roman Buchanan 
9A Jeremy Reaves 
49 Demrs Rancifer 
18 Bull Barge 

25 Blake Dees 

6 Kalen Jackson 

1 Jalen Thompson 
7A Devon Earl 

31 Margo Reed 

55 DeMarion Harper 
48 Jaylan Daniels 
15 E.J. May 

94 Dondre Chanet 
78 Tre Alford 

8 D.J. Vinson 

29 Caleb Butler 

1B Tavon Cox 

86 Randy Allen 
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10 = 1-1 
1-0 
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FF_FR-Yds 


Blks_ QBH 
: 1 


2B Tyree Turner - = 7 = = - = - 
0 0 2 
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Totals 


1A Rose-Ivey, M. 
14 Rose, Jonathan 
23 Davie, Daniel 
49 Weber, Chris 
1B Kalu, Joshua 
12 Gifford, Luke 
25 Gerry, Nate 
8A Jones, Chris 
28 Cockrell, B. 
90 McMullen, Greg 
24 Williams, Aaron 
91 Akinmoladun, F. 
7 Collins, Maliek 
3 Newby, Marcus 
44 Stoltenberg, M. 
45 Natter, A.J. 
55 Maurice, Kevin 
43 Ferguson, Tyrin 
88 Dzuris, Ross 
2A Williams, Kier. 
78 Price, Givens 
1C Joseph, Boaz 
40 Ober, Jordan 
Totals 
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aces DINING GUIDE 


jtaufier's 


Cafe & Pie Shoppe 


Help Yourself to Happiness 


5600 South 48" St. Lincoln, Ne 68516 
402-423-2206 e www.staufferscafe.com 


The Best Homemade Cooking in Nebraska 


50 varieties of Serving 
j F j Breakfast, 
WLLL res an Lunch & Dinner 


se aK 


ae 
= —~ 


Kids eat for 
$.99 cents on 
Mondays 


Se RIC 


Large groups always 
welcomed 


Breakfast Buffet 


Saturday & Sunday $2.25 Pie on 


Saturday 


3940 North 27th St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


402-438-0080 


“Coming to 
Stauffer’s is like 
coming home to 
Grandma’s.” 


ORDER ONLINE GET YOUR 
BUNS IN HERE 
402-423-CRAV 
2801 PINE LAKE ROAD 
LINCOLN, NE 68516 
www.hfcrave.com 


BEHIND THE ARC yi 
ory Wiz 


LOPES cps 


: pn ye 2 HOLLENBECK FARMS 
; S- ~ TALL NATURAL MEATS ® 
NEAT TOPPER” + € Aa yay 
= 5 A? ‘an 
Cae ; — - 
LCST 1A 
= Ss x \" . ~ . 


ou } DELIVERING THE GOODS” 
Way Le i] in] 6] 


402-476-8677 


1226 P STREET STE. 101 + LINCOLN 
OPEN 10:50AM - SAM EVERY DAY 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: terre! Newby had himself a day with nearly 200 yards 


on the ground and a pair of touchdowns. The running back showed great burst and 

exploded on several runs. He also showcased some of the cutting skills that earned —— 
him his stellar reputation as a high school running back. Nebraska took advantage of its size 

and was able to push around South Alabama all game. Fullback Andy Janovich also had a nice 


game with several blocks that helped spring Newby. - Michael Bruntz 


PASSING OFFENSE: nebraska's passing offense was razor sharp for long 


stretches of the team’s victory on Saturday. Tommy Armstrong found quite a few differ- 


f\ 


touchdowns and finished with a 70 percent completion percentage on the night. The Huskers 


ent receivers and took advantage of a couple balls over the middle to Lane Hovey. The 


Huskers threw for 303 yards with the bulk of it coming from Armstrong, who tossed two 


put together good protection and Armstrong consistently found who he needed to go to. 


Hovey, Alonzo Moore and Reilly each finished with five receptions. - Michael Bruntz 


RUSHING DEFENSE: nebraska was once again stout against the run, holding 


South Alabama to 19 net yards rushing on 24 carries. South Alabama was never going to be 


|p 


able to run into the teeth of Nebraska's defensive line, but even with missing two starting 
linebackers, the Huskers played well sideline to sideline against South Alabama's quick skills 


players. - Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: the deep ball continued to be a problem for Nebraska 


in week two, with South Alabama throwing for 313 yards passing. Nate Gerry got the ball 
rolling early in the game, picking off a pass on South Alabama's first offensive possession, but 
the Jaguars were able to hit seven pass plays of more than 15 yards, and of those plays, four went for 
more than 30 yards. Nebraska's corners are going to be on an island, there's no changing that, but the 


corners need to be more comfortable making plays as well. - Michael Bruntz 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: ‘there likely could have been some trepidation 

with Sam Foltz on the bench with an injured ankle, but back-up Tyson Broekemeier stepped Kr 
in and punted well, averaging 34 yards per punt. Kicker Drew Brown rebounded from a 

shaky start to make both of his field goal attempts, a 42-yarder and a 25-yarder. Nebraska's 

coverage units have been steady for the most part through this season, and that continued in week 


two. — Michael Bruntz 


Quoting NU head coach Mike Riley 
on his first victory as Nebraska's coach: 
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Armstrong on the Attack 

For the second week in a row Tommy Armstrong 
ditched his role as quarterback for a play and assumed 
the offensive line’s duties, springing a run. 

A week ago it was Armstrong chopping down three 
BYU defenders to send Jordan Westerkamp into the 
end zone. This week, the quarterback put his body on 
the line for running back Terrell Newby when he re- 
versed field. 

“He’s a great competitor, and he’s tough,” offen- 
sive coordinator Danny Langsdorf said of Armstrong. 
“T have to add more blocking drills because he seems 
to throw a big block every week. You know, that ball 
bounces back towards him, and he’s out there throwing 
blocks. It’s pretty exciting.” 


Odd Celebration From Riley 

It came a week later than he wanted, but Mike Riley 
got his first win at Nebraska Saturday, and afterward de- 
cided to celebrate with a “hip, hip ho-ray” chant in the 
locker room afterwards. 

A few of his players had thoughts on the celebration. 
Linebacker Michael Rose-Ivey labeled it cheesy. 

“Tt was, but you have to let him do what he wants af- 
ter his first victory,” Rose-Ivey said. ““We’ll let him slide 
it in there, but we are going to have to find something 
else for next week.” 

Left tackle Alex Lewis wasn’t too sure about the cel- 
ebration either. 

“Tt’s a little different, but a win’s a win no matter who 
itis,” he said. “It was fun to see Mike Riley with a smile 
on his face, especially after last week’s loss.” 


Funny Moment For Rose-ivey 

Before Nebraska’s first defensive series of the game 
against South Alabama, Michael Rose-Ivey stood alone 
in the middle of the field, the rest of his teammates hud- 
dled on the sideline. 

“As a defense, we usually meet up right there, and we 
give our last little tips before we go out there, and I just 
forgot all about that,” Rose-Ivey said. “I ran out there 
and lined up, and then I looked around like ‘Where’s 
everybody at?” I thought they were going to put me out 
there by myself. I thought that was my punishment.” 

It wasn’t. The rest of the Nebraska defense ran out 
onto the field as Rose-Ivey laughed to himself, but it 
created a funny moment for those who noticed. 

“Because I missed last week, I thought they were go- 
ing to make me play one play against the whole offense, 
and then they would come back out there,” Rose-Ivey 
said with a laugh. “Like I said though, I was just excited. 
I love playing football. It’s definitely a passion of mine, 
and I try to display that in the way I play and the way 
I work.” 


Broekemeier Earns First Start 
It was a game time decision, but Tyson Broekemeier 


& Analysi 
ni a ys l S | Lanny Holstein & Darren Ivy 
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Safety Nate Gerry leads NU out of the tunnel before the SAU game. He later made his second interception of the season. 


got his first start of his career at punter Saturday. 
With normal starter Sam Foltz still nursing a 
sprained ankle, Broekemeier handled the duties, 
punting three balls with a 34.7 yard average. 

“(Foltz) was still pretty ginger on his ankles, 
and so I think we wanted to make sure he was 
ready to go looking forward into next week,” 
Broekemeier said. “We don’t want to take any 
risks with him because I could get the job done 
this week and take care of business.” 

Broekemeier said afterwards that he’s always 
ready to play in case of an emergency, but he 
was especially ready this week because of the 
extra reps he took in practice. 

“T was expecting to play more than I was in 
game one,” he said. “I kind of prepared the same 
way, and things turned out well. I was glad to get 
the opportunity.” 

Broekemeier landed one punt inside the 
South Alabama 20, but it wasn’t quite enough to 
satisfy the fifth-year senior. 

“T thought I did alright, but I could have done 
a couple things a little better,’ he said. “My 


' holds were good, but there were a couple punts _ 
I wish I could have gotten a little deeper, but it 
turned out alright.” 


198 — Junior I-back Terrell Newby set ca- 


4,000 — Quarterback Tommy Armstrong Jr. 
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senior season, joining Taylor Martinez. Arm- 
strong’s 270 passing yards marked his 10th 


career game with 200 or more passing yards, 
- including five-straight games dating back to 
' last season. 


5,000 — Armstrong also reached the 5,000- 


» yard mark in career total offense. With his 274 
- teer highs with 28 carries for 198 yards and two - 

- touchdowns. N ewby’s previous career highs | 
~ were 16 carries for 107 yards against Florida At- 
lantic in 2014. Newby set his career highs before 
halftime with 17 carries for 118 yards and two 
touchdowns. His three overall touchdowns were | 
- acareer high. He had two rushing touchdowns 
- each against FAU in 2014 and against South Da- 
_ kota State in 2013. 


yards of total offense, Armstrong increased his 
career total to 5,163 yards. Armstrong is the 


ninth Husker with 5,000 yards total offense in a 
_ career, and just the third to reach that milestone 
' prior to their senior season (Crouch, Martinez). 


71 — Junior wide receiver Brandon Reilly 


_ caught five passes for 71 yards, matching his 
' career high in receptions and setting a career 
: high in receiving yards. Reilly had five recep- 
: tions for 70 yards last week against BYU. 
_ threw for 270 yards on a 21-of-30 passing ef- 

_ fort. With his 270 passing yards, Armstrong in- 
creased his career passing total to 4,250 yards. 
» Armstrong became the seventh quarterback 
- in NU history to surpass 4,000 career passing 
- yards, and just the second to do so before his 


7 — Safety Nate Gerry recorded a first- 


_ quarter interception for his seventh career in- 
_ terception. Gerry’s pick was also his second 
_ of 2015. Gerry’s seven interceptions have all 
_ occurred in the past 11 games, dating back to 
_ last season. 
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Chris Weber, left, and A.J. Natter (45) converget on Southern Alabama running back Dami Ayoola. 
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Jondain Ober is congratulated By Jerald Foster and Tyson Brandon Reilly tries to break a tackle of Jalen Thompson after 
Broekemeier after his fumble recovery. making a catch against Southern Alabama. 
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Above: Terrell Newby makes a couple of Jaguar 
defenders miss en route to a 198-yard rushing 
day. Below: Nate Gerry makes an interception 
for the second-straight game. 


Freedon 
Akinmoladun 
pressures 
Southeran 
Alabama 
quarterback 
Cody 
Clements. 


Left: Alonzo 
Moore picks 
up a block 
from tight 
end Trey 
Foster as he 
tries to shed 
a Southern 
Alabama 
tackler. 
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Jordan Westerkamp makes a diving catch from Tommy Armstrong Jr. against the Jaguars. 


2500 NORTHVIEW RD - STE 101 (25th & Superior) uN Neh 
Located in the Eyecare Specialties building DR. PAULA J. WIESE 
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¢ INFANTS TO ELDERLY 
¢ ELECTRONIC ACUPUNCTURE Call Now For 
¢ PRENATAL & MATERNITY CARE Appointment 
¢ HEADACHES 
¢ NECK, MID BACK, LOW 

BACK & JOINT PAIN 
© SPORTS INJURIES & WELLNESS CARE 


www.drpaulawiese.com 


In the Chill of the Night 


Big difference in temps between first and second games 
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With corn hat and gloves, Cameron Bradley ‘of | Wichita, 
nanea? is ready to cheer on the Huskers. 


Ps 
< 


Tammy Strenger of Omaha brought fier children, Alex (11), 
Katy (13) and 5-year-old twins Logan and Emily to watch 
the Huskers play South Alabama. 
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Taylor Mroczek, Regan Geiken and Hanna Wolf, all from 
Gothenburg, show their Big Red support. 
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The Hoshini Family — PJ, Michelle, Aiden (8) and Caitlyn (4) 
— came from Gering to cheer on the Huskers. 
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Brothers Tim and Aaron Vaughn of Fort Thompson, South 
Dakota are crazed and ready to cheer on the Huskers. 
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Zoe Rumbaugh (5) (Omaha) has the best seat in the house 


UNL students Austin Woockman of Crofton and Lauren Graves of _ on top of grandpa Todd’s shoulders to watch the Huskers 
Sioux City, lowa, are ready to cheer on the Huskers. enter the stadium. 


Lincoln's Best 
Steaks & Prime Rib!* 


Voted Best of Lincoln for Steaks, Prime Rib & Fine Dining. 


Visit www.MistysLincoln.com for banquet and 
catering information and upcoming events. 
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WILBON'S 
VERSATILITY 
MAKES FIM 
A WEAPON 


Stories by Lanny Holstein and Darren Ivy 


There was a time when big, bruising running backs ruled football. These massive 
maulers toted the rock, rumbling over any daring defenders that got in their way, but 
those days are all but gone. 

Sure, backs like Michigan State's Le’Veon Bell have had successful college careers 
playing north of 240 pounds, but many teams are going away from that type of player 
and towards a smaller, nimbler pass catching back. 

“T think in this age of football, smaller backs are beneficial;’ Husker runner Mikale 
Wilbon said. “Football is becoming more of a passing league, so if you can’t catch out 
of the backfield, there is no use for you as a running back. Running back is kind of 
coming out of style because we are passing more, so you have to learn how to catch 
the ball, pass protect and run the ball effectively.” 

It just so happens that the 5-foot-8, 190 pound Wilbon excels in each of those ar- 
eas. During fall camp, the new coaching staff identified him a guy that could do well 
in the screen game as well as on third downs as a blocker. He’ since tried to highlight 
those abilities in an effort to earn playing time, something that hasn't come easily with 
a bunch of talented backs competing for Ameer Abdullah’ carries from a year ago. 

“The competition is crazy,’ Wilbon said. “Everybody is 4-stars nowadays. It really 
pushes me to do great things.” 

Through the early portion of the nonconference slate, Terrell Newby earned the 
largest share of running back reps, but Wilbon stands as his main competition, offer- 
ing a bit more explosiveness on select runs. Both backs have failed to get into any kind 
of rhythm, however. 

“T feel comfortable playing in the game, but the carries are just limited; Wilbon 
said. “It is keeping all the backs fresh. I do like that part of the system.” 

Carries were more plentiful a year ago for Wilbon when he gave the starting de- 
fense a look on scout team. As a redshirt, he didn’t have any dreams of playing right 
away as a freshman. Better to take a year and learn from the best. 

“When I first got here, it really humbled me,’ Wilbon said. “Of course Ameer 
(Abdullah) was in front, and I had to wait my turn, so I just redshirted. That made me 
work harder because I wanted to be the starter” 

Wilbon said he learned a lot from watching and talking with Abdullah, most no- 
tably the value of good footwork. He also learned a lot butting heads with Nebraska's 
best on defense. 

“Tt really built my confidence up a lot because I was going against Randy (Gregory) 
and Zaire (Anderson); Wilbon said of his year on scout team. “I was going against 
them every day in practice, so I'm trying to embarrass those guys because they are 
trying to hit me. They are all NFL guys, so they definitely got me better? 

Fast forward to current day, and Wilbon is one of the guys most likely to be spot- 
ted after practice doing extra work, maybe a footwork drill or catching passes from a 
jugs machine. 

“Tt kind of built when I was on scout team,” he said. “Jariah Tolbert, he was a player 
that got kicked off (the team), and Glenn Irons, he was another player that got kicked 
off, us three were there working every day after practice? 

Tolbert and Irons parted ways with Nebraska this offseason because they clashed 
with what Wilbon called a “new culture” under Mike Riley. 

“Tt changed a lot after one year,’ he said. “I don't know how many people got kicked 
offin my class, but I don’t want to get kicked off. It’s a little more strict, so you just have 
to be careful. Watch out for yourself?” 

Wilbon said he isn’t worried about getting kicked off the team himself. He’s taken 
the new staff’s mantra of “always doing the right thing” to heart. He said that mental- 
ity has actually carried over onto the field, resulting in what his coaches have called a 
“big jump’ from spring to fall. 

“Last spring I was focused, but I wasnt as focused as I am now,’ Wilbon said. “I 
was playing (around) in practice, just the immaturity part of it. 1 got more mature 
this year? 
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FOOTBALL TEAMS 


WITH 875 OR MORE 
TOTAL VICTORIES 
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Brandon Reilly and Terrell Newby celebrate a 
touchdown in NU’s 875th victory as a program. 


1 MICHIGAN 

916-329 

FA] NOTRE DAME 
884-310 


E} TEXAS 
882-347 


NEBRASKA 


875-362 


5 OHIO STATE 

865-319 
The 48-9 victory over Southern Alabama marked 
Nebraska's 875th all-time victory. as a program. 
Nebraska is the fourth school to join that victory 


milestone with Michigan, Notre Dame and Texas 
being the others. 
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More for Moore? 

Alonzo Moore is set for a big season, according to every- 
one inside the program. 

That prediction may come as a bit of a reach for those on 
the outside looking in because of Moore’s reliability issues 
throughout his young career, but it’s a reality for those who 
have seen his insane athletic ability. 

“T don’t know really that much about what he has done 
here before, but I have really liked him since I got here, 
especially since we started spring ball,” coach Mike Riley 
said. “I think he was a real warrior during our fall camp.” 

Moore stood out during fall drills making plays on the 
ball and earning the attention of his position coach Keith 
Williams. His body composition also caught the head man’s 
eye. 

“He was in great shape and really, I think he had one set- 
back in there where he missed a couple practices, but be- 
sides that he’s always reliable, and he’s tough,” Riley said. 

Moore is also on four of Nebraska’s six special teams 
units. Whenever the Huskers are punting, receiving a punt, 
kicking off or receiving a kickoff, Moore will be on the field 
this season. It’s a set of roles that the junior asked for as a 
way of earning more playing time. 

“One thing that is kind of unusual, if you look at our 
special teams, I have rarely in my life had many do this, 
you will notice a couple of receivers on the punt team, the 
kickoff team, the return teams and Alonzo’s one of them,” 
Riley said. “So I look at guys like that and he’s just a foot- 
ball player. I mean we could probably put him over there at 
safety and he’d be fine.” 


Running Game Remedies 

The running game was a point of emphasis going into 
South Alabama. After only accumulating 126 yards on the 
ground against BYU, Husker coaches were looking for 
someone to step up. 

“T’m not putting that onus on just the runners,” coach 
Mike Riley said. “I don’t think we were very clean up front 
blocking for the tailback runs. We’ ve got to pick out the best 
stuff for this game, and get some repeated runs in there so 
our tailbacks get used to it.” 

Although he doesn’t want to single out an individual 
person or spot, the running back position is still an area of 
concern for Riley. Just when to use which back keeps the 
staff busy. 

“It is a topic of discussion within our staff right now 
about the rotation of the backs,” Riley said. “We like all 
those guys. I think they all bring something.” 


Containing Quarterbacks 

Under coordinator Mark Banker, Nebraska’s defense 
wants to be more aggressive in getting after opposing quar- 
terbacks but not so much so that players lose sight of their 
assignments. Going overboard can lead to easy running 
lanes in the scramble game. 

“When you don’t blitz, you’d love to have somebody win 
and put pressure on (the quarterback), but the other thing 
you want to do is just make the quarterback throw the ball 
on time,” Riley said. “We can do better with that and not 
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Alonzo Moore breaks a BYU tackle on his way to a touchdown. 
give him extra time or extra lanes to step-up in.” 

Keeping the quarterback in the pocket is the responsibility of more than 
just the edge rushers, according to the coach. The entire defensive line has 
to do its job in order for the scheme to be successful. 

“There’s two phases to a four-man pass rush,” Riley said. “There’s 
outside containment and there’s inside containment and people don’t talk 
about the inside containment, but if the two inside guys, whoever they end 
up being, if they get out of kilter, then you’re leaving a lane wide open and 
when you do that with an active quarterback it can cause trouble.” 

The blitz is one way to force the issue on opposing quarterbacks without 
losing contain, but the obvious downside of letting an extra guys loose is 
that there are less defenders helping in coverage. Riley said he’s had a lot 
of time to think about the best course of action. 

“T’ve looked at it hard in the past, how many sacks do you actually get 
off a four-man pass rush?” he said. “And so if you’re not going to get a lot 
of sacks then what you have to do is really force that pocket and make the 
guy just stay in the pocket and throw the ball on time because you should 
have more guys covering, you should be in pretty good shape that way. 
That’s things we just have to tighten down.” 


Visits a Priority 

Every home game is an opportunity for Nebraska’s coaches. Not only 
are these seven fall Saturdays a chance to get a win in front of the home 
crowd, but they are a chance to showcase the college and athletic environ- 
ment to recruits in a light otherwise unavailable. 

“It’s great to be able to start having visitors in here on official visits and 
it’s a great place,” coach Mike Riley said. “I think one of the key factors 
in guys deciding on what they’re going to do is visiting Nebraska. These 
visits for our program right now are very important.” 

Nebraska’s coaches and recruiting personnel grapple daily with other 
schools for visit dates and ways to make their visit experience stand out. 
Giving recruits as much attention as possible is critical, but it creates an 
issue when the coaches have to divide their own attention. 

“Tt’s always an issue with how you handle that from our viewpoint be- 
cause you’ve got a game to coach and you’ve got a team to be with, and 
then you’ve got some guys that can impact your future teams here, so 
you’ ve just got to have it well-scheduled out,” Riley said. 


Hometown Huskers 


Tyson Broekemeier breaks into line up in final season 


Story by Lanny Holstein « Photo by Jimmy Rash 


went down against BYU, 
the Memorial Stadium crowd let out a collective gasp. Worried 
looks spread across the faces of the Husker faithful, but soon 
those looks turned from concern to question. Who was going to 
punt without Foltz in there? 

Enter Tyson Broekemeier, a 6-foot-1, 200 pound senior from 
Aurora, the younger brother of former Nebraska quarterback 
Joe Broekemeier. He’s not exactly a young gun as a fifth-year se- 
nior, but no where near an experienced or accomplished punter 
either. 

In fact, Broekemeier first started booting balls in Lincoln last 
season when then-backup punter Mauro Bondi got hurt in a 
motorcycle crash. In an effort to find Bondi’s replacement, the 
team held a tryout, and Broekemeier thought he would throw 
his name in the ring. 

“I went up to coach 
(Jeff) Jamrog and told 
him, ‘Hey, I can punt, 
dude? He was like 
‘Yeah, I bet you can, 
bud,” Broekemeier said 
of the conversation 
that got him into the 
running. “I went out 
and punted afterwards, 
and he was like “Whoa’ 
He told me I was going 
to get the No. 2 reps.” 


As a scout team 
quarterback and 
signaler in games, 


Broekemeier never in- 
tended to punt in col- 
lege. He actually had 
scholarship offers to 
a number of Division 
II and JUCO schools 
to play quarterback, 
but chose to follow the 
dream of becoming a 
Husker instead. 

That’s not to say he's 
never punted though. 

“I punted all the 
time in high school, 
he said. “Ever since 
fifth grade.” 

Punting for Aurora 
High was a little differ- 
ent than what Broeke- 
meier was asked to do 
against BYU though, 
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where he uncorked kicks of 49 and 31 yards. 

“T never really did any conventional punting in high school 
because at Aurora we basically went for it or punted 50-50,” 
Broekemeier said. “When we would punt I would just roll out 
and punch it to the corner. I don’t know though, I think I was 
the all-state punter my junior year averaging 40 yards per kick.” 

If Broekemeier can keep that average until Foltz returns, it 
would likely keep the coaches happy and make for a storybook 
ending to Broekemeier’s long and under-the-radar career. 

One that started, as many walk-on careers do, on the scout 
team. 

“It's been quite a long ride,” Broekemeier said. “P've had my 
fair share of injuries which have kept me off the field too, making 
it take until this fifth year to get on the field, but it’s totally been 
worth it. My brother 
Joe was here, and 
he told me that you 
just have to be ready 
when your name gets 
called” 

The older Broeke- 
meier has been an 
inspiration to the 
younger, _ keeping 
him focused through 
his career. 

“He was in the 
same situation too,” 
Tyson said of Joe. 
“He actually had to 
wait until his senior 
day of his senior 
year, so I guess I am 
just fortunate.” 

Foltz himself is a 
mentor to Broeke- 
meier, giving him 
tips and helping him 
get back into the 
swing of things over 
the past year. Foltz 
was actually one of 
the first to congrat- 
ulate Broekemeier 
after he came to the 
sideline following 
his first punt. 

“Just keep boom- 
ing them out there, 
baby,’ Broekemeier 
said Foltz told him. 


SEPTEMBER 19, 2015 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 31 


Don't spend valuable pre-game time searching for parking 
before Husker kickoffs. Reserve your parking online for one 
game or the entire season at one of our convenient City 
garages. You'll save time and money AND qualify to win 
valuable prizes! Were giving away two Big Red Weekend 
Packages that include two tickets to the game, $100 in 
Husker merchandise and a $50 restaurant gift certificate. 


It's easy to sign up at . SO Go-Park-Win 
with the Huskers and reserve 
game day parking! 
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RESERVE YOUR PARKING ONLINE! 
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Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (Prev School) 

Joseph, Boaz DB 6-1 190 So. Weston, Fla. (Cypress Bay) 
Westerkamp, Jordan WR 6-0 195 Jr. Lombard, Ill. (Montini Catholic) 
Darlington, Zack QB 6-2 205 RFr. Apopka, Fla. (Apopka) 

Mosley, Trai DB 5-10 170 RFr. Pflugerville, Texas (Hendrickson) 
Stevenson, Jordan IB 5-9 205 Fr. Dallas, Texas (South Oak Cliff) 

Alston, Lavan WR 6-0 175 Fr. Oxnard, Calif. (St. Bonaventure) 
Newby, Marcus LB 6-1 235 So. North Potomac, Md. (Quince Orchard) 
Anderson, Avery DB 6-0 175 Fr. Surprise, Ariz. (Pine Creek (Colorado Springs)) 
Armstrong Jr.,Tommy QB 6-1 220 Jr. Cibolo, Texas (Steele) 

Young, Dedrick LB 6-1 220 Fr. Peoria, Ariz. (Centennial) 

Bush, AJ QB 6-3 220 RFr. Alpharetta, Ga. (Norcross) 

Lee Jr., Eric DB 6-0 180 Fr. Milton, Mass. (Valor Christian (Colorado)) 
Allen, Taariq WR 6-3 200 Sr. Weston, Mass. (The Rivers School) 
Collins, Maliek DT 6-2 300 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Center) 

Jones, Chris DB 6-0 180 So. Jacksonville, Fla. (Sandalwood) 
Morgan Jr., Stanley WR 6-0 185 Fr. New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 
Broekemeier, Tyson QB 6-1 200 Sr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

Burtch, Sam WR 6-3 200 Sr. Murdock, Neb. (Elmwood-Murdock) 
Neal, DaiShon DE 6-7 250 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 

Kalu, Joshua DB 6-1 185 So. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 

Turner, Jamal WR 6-1 190 Sr. Arlington, Texas (Sam Houston) 

Carter, Cethan TE 6-4 240 Jr. New Orleans, La. (Archbishop Rummel) 
Gifford, Luke LB 6-3 215 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

Hovey, Lane WR 6-4 205 Jr. Adel, lowa (Adel-Desoto-Minburn) 
Talan, Adrienne LB 6-1 200 Fr. Davie, Fla. (Flanagan) 

Rose, Jonathan CB 6-1 195 Sr. Leeds, Ala. (Auburn) (Leeds) 
Pierson-El, De’-Mornay WR 5-9 185 So. Alexandria, Va. (West Potomac) 
Rose-Ivey, Michael LB 5-11 240 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 

Reed, Antonio DB 6-2 200 Fr. Memphis, Tenn. (Southaven (Miss.)) 
Fyfe, Ryker QB 6-2 210 Jr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 

King, Sedrick DE 6-4 240 RFr. Plant City, Fla. (Plant City) 

Barry, Mohamed LB 6-1 215 Fr. Grayson, Ga. (Grayson) 

Keels, Joe DE 6-3 265 Sr. Kenosha, Wis. (Highland CC) (Bradford) 
Jackson, Charles DB 5-11 180 Jr. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 

Wilbon, Mikale IB 5-8 190 RFr. Chicago, Ill. (De La Salle Institute) 
Ozigbo, Devine RB 5-11 225 Fr. Sachse, Texas (Sachse) 

Ridder, Anthony DB 6-2 205 Sr. West Point, Neb. (West Point Central Catholic) 
Davie, Daniel CB 6-1 190 Sr. Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice) 

Rose, Austin IB 6-1 215 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) 

Williams, Aaron DB 5-11 185 Fr. Atlanta, Ga. (Carver) 

Gerry, Nate S 6-2 205 Jr. Sioux Falls, S.D. (Washington) 
Holtmeier, Blake WR 6-2 200 RFr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 
Connely, Thomas LB 5-11 205 RFr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 
Pelzer, Brady WR 5-11 180 RFr. Bellevue, Neb. (Bellevue East) 
Sutcliffe, Jamie PK 6-2 190 Jr. — ThousandOaks, Calif (Utah/Pierce College) (Thousand Oaks) 
Foltz, Sam P 6-1 200 Jr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 
Johnson, Noah RB 6-0 195 Fr. Sutton, Neb. (Sutton) 

Williams, Kieron S 6-0 190 So. Shreveport, La. (Air Force Prep) (C.E. Byrd) 
Cockrell, Byerson DB 6-0 185 Sr. Columbus, Miss. (East Mississippi CC) (Columbus) 
Taylor, Adam IB 6-2 210 So. Katy, Texas (Katy) 

Graham, Nolan DB 5-11 200 RFr. Firth, Neb. (Norris) 

Nabity, Graham IB 6-0 210 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

Kitrell, Bo FB 6-1 225 RFr. Ashland, Neb. (Ashland-Greenwood) 
Young, Conor WR 6-1 170 Fr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 

Cross, Imani IB 6-1 240 Sr. Gainesville, Ga. (North Hall) 

Davis, Alex DE 6-5 230 Fr. Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer) 

Bailey, Christian WR 5-11 205 So. San Clemente, Calif. (San Clemente) 
McKay, Garrett LB 6-0 210 Jr. Anaheim Hills, Calif. (Santa Ana College) (Servite) 
Brown, Drew PK 5-11 180 So. Southlake, Texas (Southlake Carroll) 
Newby, Terrell IB 5-10 200 Jr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Chaminade) 
Janovich, Andy FB 6-1 230 Sr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

Karel, Reid ATH 6-3 190 Fr. Seward, Neb. (Seward) 

Lazaro, Noah LB 6-2 225 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln Southwest) 
Mazour, Wyatt RB 5-9 190 Fr. Albion, Neb. (Boone Central) 

Jordan, Harrison FB 5-10 230 So. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

Nelson, Jordan IB 5-7. 180 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

Betka, Ty WR 5-7 165 Jr. Superior, Neb. (Drake) 

Ober, Jordan LS 6-1 200 Fr. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 
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McNitt, Luke 
Foster, Trey 

Koley, Creighton 
Classen, Brett 
Ferguson, Tyrin 
McCann, Mitch 
Stoltenberg, Mick 
Natter, A.J. 
Reimers, Bryan 
Jarzynka, Matt 
Evans, Erik 

Rahn, Gabe 
Hemphill, Austin 
Weber, Chris 
Johns, Garret 
Brugmann, Jared 
Freudenburg, Ryan 
Banderas, Josh 
Boryca, Alex 
Painter, Robby 
Poppen, Garrett 
Maurice, Kevin 
Thurston, Paul 
Gaylord, Christian 
Simpson, Brad 
Sterup, Zach 
Weinmaster, Jacob 
Lopez, Joel 
Whitaker, Corey 
Cleveland, Brody 
Finnin, Matt 
Conrad, Cole 
Farmer, Tanner 
Reeves, Ryne 
Utter, Dylan 
Foster, Jerald 
Gates, Nick 
Kondolo, Chongo 
Lewis, Alex 
Hannon, Zach 
Hahn, Sam 
Barnett, Jalin 
Anderson, Fyn 
Long, Chris 
Johnson Jr., Dwayne 
Owen, Dylan 
Knevel, David 
Price, Givens 
Decker, Michael 
Moore, Alonzo 
Cotton, Sam 
Snyder, Matt 
Sutton, David 
Reilly, Brandon 
Dzuris, Ross 
Hoppes, Tyler 
Ketter, Connor 
McMullen, Greg 
Akinmoladun, Freedom 
Urbach, Chase 
Williams, Kevin 
Davis, Khalil 
Gangwish, Jack 
Lindsay, Spencer 
Davis, Carlos 
Rath, Logan 
Valentine, Vincent 
Newell, Peyton 
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2015 NEBRASKA FOOTBALL ROSTER 


Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (Prev School) 

TE 6-2 240 So. Kearney, Neb. (Nebraska-Kearney) (Kearney) 
TE 6-0 245 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

DB 6-0 180 RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Skutt Catholic) 

WR 6-2 205 So. Medina, Minn. (Winona State) (Wayzata) 
LB 6-2 200 Fr. New Orleans, La. (Edna Karr) 

FB 6-0 235 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

DL 6-5 265 RFr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

DE 6-5 250 So. Milton, Wis. (Milton) 

WR 6-5 210 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln East) 

DE 6-4 240 RFr. Loup City, Neb. (Loup City) 

DE 6-3 255 So. Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 

WR 6-1 190 So. Le Mars, lowa (Le Mars) 

FB 6-0 220 Fr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

LB 6-3 220 So. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

DL 6-0 280 Jr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

LB 6-2 225 Fr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

OL 6-5 305 RFr. Norfolk, Neb. (Lutheran-Northeast) 

LB. 6-2 235 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

LB 6-2 220 RFr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 

OL 6-4 290 Jr. Centennial, Colo. (Grandview) 

LB 6-1. 215 RFr. Giltner, Neb. (Giltner) 

DT 6-3 280 Jr. Orlando, Fla. (Freedom) 

OL 6-5 295 Jr. Arvada, Colo. (Arvada West) 

OL 6-6 275 Fr. Baldwin City, Kan. (Baldwin City) 

LB 6-0 225 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Ralston) 

OL 6-8 320 Sr. Hastings, Neb. (Hastings St. Cecilia) 

LB 6-0 200 Fr. Loveland, Colo. (Loveland) 

DL 6-2 260 So. Saint Charles, Ill. (Burlington Central) 
OL 6-4 290 Jr. Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta) 

LB 6-2 210 Fr. Ogallala, Neb. (Ogallala) 

OL 6-7 305 Sr. Crete, Ill. (College of DuPage) (Crete Monee) 
OL 6-5 290 RFr. Fremont, Neb. (Archbishop Bergan) 

OL 6-4 310 RFr. Highland, Ill. (Highland) 

OL 6-3 300 Sr. Crete, Neb. (Crete) 

OL 6-1 285 Jr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 

OL 6-3 310 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

OL 6-5 290 RFr. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 

OL 6-4 300 Sr. Carrollton, Texas (Fresno City College) (Creekview) 
OL 6-6 290 Sr. Tempe, Ariz. (Colorado) (Mountain Pointe) 
OL 6-5 305 So. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 

OL 6-6 300 Jr. DeWitt, Neb. (North Dakota St.) (Tri-County) 
OL 6-4 310 Fr. Lawton, Okla. (Lawton) 

DL 6-3 260 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

OL 6-4 300 Sr. Blair, Neb. (Blair) 

OL 6-6 280 So. Houston, Texas (Bellaire) 

DL 6-5 235 RFr. Westchester, N.Y. (Bridgton Academy) (Somers) 
OL 6-9 310 So. Brantford, Ontario, Canada (Pauline Johnson Collegiate) 
DT 6-4 310 Sr. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 

OL 6-4 285 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (North) 

WR 6-2 195 Jr. Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 

TE 6-4 250 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

TE 6-5 245 Fr. San Ramon, Calif. (California) 

TE 6-3. 255 Sr. Lincoln, Neb (Southeast) 

WR 6-1 195 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

DE 6-3 250 Jr.  Plattsmouth, Neb. (Plattsmouth) 

TE 6-4 240 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Wayne State) (Southwest) 
TE 6-5 245 So. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 

DE 6-3 280 Jr. Akron, Ohio (Hoban) 

DE 6-4 255 RFr. Grandview, Mo. (Grandview) 

LS 6-3 200 Fr. Grosse Pointe, Mich. (Grosse Pointe South) 
DT 6-2 275 Sr. Holland, Ohio (Springfield) 

DL 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

DE 6-2 265 Sr. Wood River, Neb. (Wood River) 

PK 5-9 205 Jr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 

DL 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

DT 6-4 280 Jr. — Giltner, Neb. (South Dakota St.) (Giltner) 
DT 6-3 320 Jr. Edwardsville, Ill. (Edwardsville) 

DL 6-3 270 RFr. Hiawatha, Kan. (Hiawatha) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept.5 Bethune-Cookman W, 45-0 
Sept.11 Florida Atlantic W, 44-20 


Oct. 1 @ Cincinnati 
Oct. 10 @ Florida State 
Oct. 17 Virginia Tech 

Oct. 24 Clemson 

Oct. 31 @ Duke 

Nov. 7 Virginia 

Nov. 14 @ North Carolina 
Noy. 21 Georgia Tech 
Nov. 27 @ Pittsburgh 
2014 RESULTS 


@ Louisville L, 13-31 
Florida A&M W, 41-7 
Arkansas State W, 41-20 


@ Nebraska L, 31-41 
Duke W, 22-10 
@ Georgia Tech L, 17-28 
Cincinnati W, 55-34 


@ Virginia Tech W, 30-6 

North Carolina W, 47-20 

Florida State L, 26-30 

@ Virginia L, 13-30 
Pittsburgh L, 23-35 

South Carolina* L, 21-24 

*Duck Commander Independence 

Bowl 


HEAD COACH 
Al Golden 
is in his fifth 
season as 
the head 
coach of 
Miami, Fla. 
He came to 
Miami after 
rebuilding 
the Temple 
football pro- 
gram to a re- 
spectable 27- . 
34 record over five seasons. Overall he 
is 30-22 with the Hurricanes, which is 
not a Miami football standard. Also, 
not beating instate rival Florida State 
(0-4) has made the Hurricane faithful 
impatient. Some feel that this season 
is make-or-break for Golden as it will 
determine whether or not he is the 
right man for the job. 
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Brad Kaaya 


Story By Shane G. Gilster » Huskers Illustrated File Photos 


Both Miami and Nebraska long to return to their past glory when they were always 
ranked in the top 10 and in the national championship conversation. 

This game gives both fan bases a chance to remember those days as it is set to be 
nationally televised. The Huskers hold a 6-5 advantage, winning two out of the last 
three contests. 

The last time Nebraska played the Hurricanes in Miami that was not a bowl game, 
was way back in 1951. 

The Hurricanes won that contest 19-7. 

Don’t expect that low of a score in 2015, as both teams have the firepower on of- 
fense to put up some points. 


The Hurricanes will be jacked up for this game and with Nebraska still finding 
themselves under a new coaching staff, Miami gets the big win for embattled head 
coach Al Golden. 

Miami, Fla. 27, Nebraska 23 


Miami’s offense starts and ends with quarterback Brad Kaaya. Last year as a true 
freshman, he was close to 60% passing and threw for almost 3,200 yards and 26 touch- 
downs. His most passing yards came against Nebraska in 2014 where he had 359 on 
28 of 42 passing for 66.7%. He set the UM freshman record for passing yards in that 
game. 


Miami lost two of its biggest impact players on offense from last year. Running 
back Duke Johnson, the school’s all-time leading rusher and Phillip Dorsett a speedy 
receiver. Also on offense the Hurricanes must replace some key offensive linemen, 


2015 


namely tackle Ereck Flowers. 

If UM is going to have a balanced 
offense, then they must be able to find 
someone to replace Johnson. Through 
the first two games the Hurricanes 
used three backs with true freshman 
Mark Walton, Trayone Gray and Joe 
Yearby. 

Yearby is an all-purpose threat out 
of the backfield with his rushing and 
receiving skills, while Walton looks to 
be your traditional downfield runner. 
The two complement each other very 
well and have developed a nice one- 
two punch at running back. 

If Kaaya is successful, he will need 
someone to throw to. Rashawn Scott 
is a big bodied receiver complemented 
by the fast slot receiver Stacy Coley. If 
both can step up and get open, then the 
passing game will be in good hands. 


Miami’s once vaunted defense is a 
shell of its former shelf. Even though 
they looked good in their first two 
games of the season, the competition 
wasn’t a good measuring stick. UM 
is still looking for that playmaker on 
defense. 

They wish they still had Denzel 
Perryman, their leading tackler from 
last year, but senior co-captain Rapha- 
el Kirby has moved into Perryman’s 
spot at middle linebacker and should 
be a capable replacement. 

Miami has always been known for 
their defensive linemen, but this year 
up front, there is no one like former 
Hurricane greats Warren Sapp or Rus- 
sell Maryland. 

In terms of stature and NFL 
potential, Ufomba Kamalu might be 
the best. At 6-foot-6, 295 pounds, Ka- 
malu has the ability to become a great 
player if his talent equates to produc- 
tion on the field. 


Miami 44, Florida Atlantic 20 
Played Sept. 11 at Boca Raton, Fla. 
Miami running back Joe Yearby 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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Deon Bush 


had a big night against the Owls rushing for 146 yards along 
with 97 yards receiving. He also scored a rushing and receiving 
touchdown. 

Backfield mated Mark Walton didn’t have as many rushing 
yards as Yearby but he added three short touchdown runs. “This 
whole locker room has seen it and we’ve always known that 
they are going to be special players,” said UM quarterback Brad 
Kaaya who threw for 287 yards and 1 touchdown. “Mark has 
to keep getting better and Joe needs to keep getting better. They 
just have to keep progressing.” 

Yearby’s and Walton’s performances helped the Hurricanes 
break a 20-20 third quarter tie as they scored 24 unanswered 
points for the 44-20 final. 

“This team handles adversity,” Kaaya said. “Coach spoke 
to us Thursday night and he told us that there is going to be 
adversity tomorrow and there is going to be adversity for us in 
every game. You never know what is going to be thrown at you. 
When they scored to make it 20 to 20, a lot of the guys smiled. 

I looked at Joe and Mark and said let’s go, this is what we live 
for.” 


SEPTEMBER 19, 2015 


Location: Coral Gables, 
Fla. 

Enrollment: 15,629 

First Year of Football: 
1925 

Nickname: Hurricanes 
Mascot: Sebastian the Ibis 
Colors: Orange, Green and 
White 

Defense: 4-3 

Offense: Pro style 

2014 Record: 6-7 
Affiliation: ACC 
Offensive, Defensive 
Starters Returning/ 
Lost: 11/11 


t loc 


www.blurparties.com 
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WEST 


te DENOW 


BIGTEN NOTEBOOK 


EAST 
UMME BOR 


Michigan State holds off Oregon 
in clash of top-ranked teams 


Indiana, lowa, Illinois and Northwestern among six 
conference teams that are still unbeaten _ | vouc crirritus 


IF THERE WERE ANY question as to 
whether defending national champion Ohio 
State was worthy of being the consensus No. 
1 team in the country, the Buckeyes showed 
why they’re the team to beat by winning at 
Virginia Tech 42-24 to open the season and 
then shutting out visiting Hawaii 38-0 six 
days later. 

On Sept. 12, Ohio State added “2014” to 
the board where it recognizes all of the pro- 
gram’s national championships, which now 
stands at eight, in Columbus. 

On Labor Day, the Buckeyes showed the 
nation how they’ ll utilize two-time Big Ten 
Offensive Player-of-the- Year Braxton Miller. 
The former starting quarterback showed 
why he could very well be an All-American 
receiver against the Hokies with a phenom- 
enal spin move that resulted in a touchdown, 
a highlight which has gone viral. 

Even though we’ re just two weeks into 
the college football season, the Buckeyes’ 
only serious threat in the Big Ten appears to 
be Michigan State. 

The fifth-ranked Spartans survived what 
might very well be their toughest test until a 
date with Ohio State (Nov. 21) on Sept. 12 
when they beat No. 7 Oregon, 31-28. 

As for the rest of the conference, the West 
Division has three 2-0 teams - Illinois, lowa 
and Northwestern. 

Meanwhile, Michigan got an impressive 
victory over visiting Oregon State, coached 
by former Wisconsin head coach Gary 


the Jim Harbaugh era. 

On the surprising front was how Bowling 
Green went to Maryland and handled the 
Terrapins with ease beating them by three 
touchdowns, while Rutgers also suffered a 
non-conference home loss to Washington 
State. 


at football happenings around the Big Ten. 


INDIANA 
IU quarterback Nate Sudfeld ran for a pair 


' of scores and threw for another, plus Jameel 
 Cokk Jr. ran for a 96-yard interception return 
_ for a touchdown to help the Hoosiers win for 
. the second straight week. 


Cook’s interception returm is tied for the 


- fourth-longest in school history. Sudfeld 
_ finished the night 19-of-33 passing for 234 
. yards with one interception. 


Jordan Howard ran 27 times for 159 


' yards, his second straight 100-yard game. 


The game was a see-saw affair as IU 


. didn’t take the lead for good until the fourth 
' quarter. 


MARYLAND 
Maryland didn’t have an answer for 


- Bowling Green quarterback Matt Johnson 
- and allowed 42 second-half points as the 
- Falcons rolled over the Terrapins. 


Johnson set career highs with six touch- 


- downs and 491 yards passing, while his 
: defense forced four turnovers. 


Maryland was outgunned 692-341 and 


- saw BGrun 105 plays compared to its 59. 


“Team loss today,” Terrapin head coach 


- Randy Edsall said. “Offense, defense, special 
- teams and coaching all contributed to it.” 


MICHIGAN 
De’ Veon Smith ran for 126 yards and 


- three touchdowns to lift the Wolverines to 
Andersen. The Wolverine win was the first of | 
- didn’t want to make the win, his first as 

» Michigan’s head coach, about him, rather 

. deflecting the attention towards his players. 
“It’s mainly about the players, the coaches — 
' and their families,” Harbaugh said. 


their first victory of the season. Harbaugh 


Harbaugh’s quarterback, Jake Rudock, 


- bounced back from his sub-par performance 
Following Huskers Illustrated takes a look | 
' pleting 18-of-26 passes. 


at Utah, by throwing for 180 yards and com- 


: Team 


: Purdue 


EAST DIVISION 


2015 Standings 


Overall Conference 
- Ohio State 2-0 0-0 
: Michigan State 2-0 0-0 
: Indiana 2-0 0-0 
» Maryland 1-1 0-0 
: Michigan 1-1 0-0 
: Rutgers 1-1 0-0 
Penn State 1-1 0-0 
WEST DIVISION 

: Team Overall Conference 
» Iowa 2-0 0-0 
: Northwestern 2-0 0-0 
- Illinois 2-0 0-0 
: Wisconsin 1-1 0-0 
» Minnesota 1-1 0-0 
> Nebraska 1-1 0-0 
1-1 0-0 


Sept. 12 Results 
Michigan 35, Oregon State 7 
Illinois 44, Western Illinois 0 

Bowling Green 48, Maryland 27 
Penn State 27, Buffalo 14 
Purdue 38, Indiana State 14 
Wisconsin 58, Miami (Ohio) 0 
Ohio State 38, Hawaii 0 
Washington State 37, Rutgers 34 
Minnesota 23, Colorado State 20 (OT) 
Northwestern 41, Eastern Illinois 0 
Towa 31, Iowa State 17 
Michigan State 31, Oregon 28 
Nebraska 48, South Alabama 9 
Indiana 36, Florida International 22 


Sept. 19 Games 
Illinois at North Carolina 
South Florida at Maryland 
UNLY at Michigan 
Air Force at Michigan State 
Kent State at Minnesota 
Northwestern at Duke 
Nebraska at Miami (Fla.) 
Northern Illinois at Ohio State 
Virginia Tech at Purdue 
Troy at Wisconsin 
Western Kentucky at Indiana 
Rutgers at Penn State 
Pittsburgh at Iowa 
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WEST 
EonhNe@ 


MICHIGAN STATE 

The Spartans needed a big defensive 
stand late to hold off Oregon in one of 
the biggest college football games of the 
season thus far. 

Leading by three, the Ducks drove to 
MSU’s 33, but two incomplete passes and 
a sack sealed the Spartan victory. Michigan 
State quarterback Connor Cook threw for 
two touchdowns, while LJ Scott ran for a 
pair of scores. 

Spartan receiver Aaron Burbridge 
hauled in eight passes for 101 yards and a 
touchdown. 


OHIO STATE 

Running back Ezekiel scored three 
touchdowns on short runs as the Buckeyes 
started slowly but scored plenty to handle 
Hawaii. 

“We did not execute well,’ Ohio State 
head coach Urban Meyer said. 

Ohio State added two more touchdowns 
as safety Vonn Bell scooped up a fumble 
and ran 14 yards and Bri’onte Dunn added 
another score. Both Cardale Jones and 
J.T. Barrett played under center for the 
Buckeyes. Meyer said he’s struggling to 
figure out how to best use his talented 
quarterbacks. 

“Tm evaluating how we’re doing that 
and what’s the best opportunity to go down 
the field and score,” Meyer admitted. 


PENN STATE 

The Nittany Lions didn’t look overly 
impressive against Buffalo, but won thanks 
in part to a 14-point fourth quarter. 

They did do a better job protecting 
quarterback Christian Hackenberg this 
week. 

“We protected our quarterback, moved 
the pocket, ran the ball,’ Penn State head 
coach James Franklin said. “I thought our 
defense had some momentum-changing 
plays with sacks and interceptions today 
and turnovers. So I thought at times we 


started to create an identity for this football 
get by Colorado State. Defensive tackle 


team.” 

True freshmen Brandon Polk and Sa- 
quon Barkley each ran for touchdowns and 
Hackenberg was 14-of-27 passing for 128 
yards and a touchdown. 


RUTGERS 


The Scarlet Knights suffered a heart- 
breaking loss to Washington State. 

The Cougars went on a 10-play, 90-yard 
touchdown drive and scored when Luke 


Falk found River Cracraft for an eight-yard _ 
- touchdown pass play with 13 seconds left. 
Falk threw for 468 yards and four touch- | 
_ downs. Rutgers Janarion Grant returned 


two kicks for touchdowns, but couldn’t run 


_ back the final kickoff for a score. 


WEST DIVISION 
ILLINOIS 
The Illini have taken care of business 


- so far this season, outscoring their first two 


opponents 96-3, including a 44-0 victory 


- over Western Illinois Sept. 12. WIU man- 


aged just 45 first-half yards, while the Illini 


- had 298. WIU finished with just 141 total 
yards on the afternoon. Illinois improved to _ 
© 15-0 against FCS opponents. In addition, 


the Illini are now 15-0 against other public 
universities in the Land of Lincoln. 


IOWA 
The Hawkeyes won the Cy-Hawk 
trophy by beating Iowa State Sept. 12 in 


_ Ames. After trailing 17-10 at halftime, 


Towa took a 24-17 lead when C.J. Beathard 


_ hooked up with a diving Riley McCar- 


ron for a 25-yard touchdown with 2:14 
remaining. Jordan Canzeri added another 
score on an eight-yard run with just over a 


_ minute left. Canzeri ran for 124 yards on 


24 carries. Beathard threw for 215 yards 
and three touchdowns. It was a very dif- 
ficult week for Iowa athletics after football 
standout Tyler Sash and former basketball 
star Roy Marble died four days apart. 

“Today’s victory is a rewarding end to 
a very difficult and challenging week for 


- everybody,” Iowa head coach Kirk Ferentz 


said. 


MINNESOTA 
The Gophers survived their first road 
test of the season, but needed overtime to 


Scott Ekpe stripped running back Dalyn 
Dawkins on the first play of overtime and 


» Ryan Santoso kicked an 18-yard field goal 


for the victory. Minnesota had trouble 


EAST 


UMME KOR 


. adjusting to the altitude as well as shaking 
' off its season-opening loss to TCU. 


“Winning is all that matters,” Gopher 


: head coach Jerry Kill said. 


NORTHWESTERN 
After upsetting nationally ranked 
Stanford, some thought the Wildcats would 


suffer a letdown against Eastern Illinois. 

_ They didn’t. The 41-point victory was 

_ NU’s biggest since 1970. Northwestern 

_ ran for 344 yards rushing. Leading the 

: way were sophomore Justin Jackson and 

: junior Warren Long with 81 and 72 rushing 
: yards respectively. The Cat defense was 

: good, too, holding EIU to 0-for-11 on third 
: downs, while recording three sacks. 


NU has not allowed a touchdown this 


: season, marking the first time the Wildcats 
- have held their opponent without a touch- 


down for two straight games since 1958. 


PURDUE 
The Boilermakers bounced back from 


their season-opening loss at Marshall by 
_ beating Indiana State in Ross-Ade Stadium. 


The reason for Purdue’s success was 


: quarterback Austin Appleby. After throw- 
: ing four interceptions against Marshall, two 
: of which were returned for touchdowns. 


Some Boilermaker fans wanted Coach 


Darrell Hazell to replace Appleby with 
. redshirt freshman David Blough. He stayed 
: with Appleby and his decision paid off. 


Against the Sycamores, Appleby threw 


_ four touchdown passes, including three of 
_ 50 yards or more during the first half. 


Apple finished 12-of-18 passing for 234 


_ yards. He became the first Purdue quarter- 
_ back to throw three or more touchdowns 

_ of at least 50 yards since Billy Dicken in 
1997. 


WISCONSIN 
Coach Paul Chryst won his home 


: Opener in convincing style as his Badgers 
: blew out Miami (Ohio). 


Quarterback Joel Stave threw for 236 


' yards and three scores and safety Leo 
: Musso had two of Wisconsin’s three inter- 
: ceptions. 


“This day, it’s not about me,” Chryst 


said. 
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ae Football Player 1969-71 


A Stroll Down Rasmussen Road With 


YAN BROWNSON 


Column by Butch Rasmussen ¢ Photo Courtesy of UNL Archives and Special Collections 


His best college football bowl game came as a Husker sophomore 
quarterback in the 1969 Sun Bowl where he tossed 11 completions in 
18 chances and one touchdown but Van Brownson walked away from 
his other two bowl games — Orange Bowls in 1970 and ‘71 — with 
fancy rings on his fingers and a couple national championships. 

He was born in Lincoln but grew 
up in Shenandoah, Iowa, just 80 
miles east of Lincoln where he was 
an All-State quarterback on his high 
school football team and a good one 
at that, drawing a number of coaches 
to Shenandoah looking for a spot on 
his couch to talk with Mom and Dad. 

Among them were coaches from 
Kansas State, Purdue Iowa State, 
Kansas and Iowa. 

Three coaches with very bright 
futures from the Cornhuskers also 
called on him at various times by the 
names of Bob Devaney, Tom Osborne 
and Monte Kiffen. Assistant Carl 
Selmer was the main contact with the 
Husker staff. 

Brownson was the Husker start- | 
ing quarterback as a sophomore, split 
time with Jerry Tagge as a junior, and 
after a shoulder separation between 
his junior and senior seasons, backed 
up Tagge as a senior. 

Brownson said he was always hap- 
py at Nebraska and never felt he had 
made the wrong choice. 

After college Brownson signed with the Baltimore Colts but got a 
late start after being chosen for the College All-Star Game, which in 
those days placed a college all-star team against the defending NFL 
champion. Brownson and Tagge both played in the All- Star game in 
Chicago. 

Pro football wasn’t to happen for Brownson and he returned to 
Shenandoah for about 20 years to work in management in the Brown- 
son Tractor Company, a Ford tractor dealership owned by his family. 

Brownson chose to return to college in Lincoln in 2001 to get his 
business degree at the age of 51. 

“Just more to prove something to myself than for any othere rea- 
son,” he said. “I received my degree with a3.7 GPA. It beat by a long 
shot what I had when I was playing football.” 

Brownson says he’s happily retired at the age of 65 but works three 
days a week at Eppley Air field in Omaha driving a shuttle bus just to 
keep busy. 

“When I think back over my career as a Husker I have to say my 
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Van Brownson runs against Minnesota in 1970. 


most memorable moment came during a trip to Norman, Oklahoma in 
1969, my sophomore year.” Brownson said. “Many of these guys had 
played in Norman the year before and through the luck of the draw we 
were going back there again two years in a row. “ 

“Oklahoma, with guys like future Heisman Trophy winner Steve 
Owens, had whipped our Huskers 47 
to zip in ‘68 and we were flying into 
Norman with a nasty attitude that 
day in ‘69,’ Brownson continued. 

Those Huskers had reason to be 
optimistic. That team was loaded 
with five future All-Americans and 
three future Husker Hall of Fame 
coaches, all with a bad taste in their 
mouths that had been festering for 12 
months. 

Brownson had reason to feel 
good about that game. He ran for 
one score on a one-yard sneak in the 
first quarter after Sooner quarterback 
Jack Mildren put one up for Oklaho- 
ma, and he tossed one in for another 
6 to Jeff Kinney from six yards out in 
the fourth quarter. 

It was Kinney’s third score of the 
day and the Huskers were vindicated 
in a big way with a 44-14 victory. 

Arushing touchdown and 82 pass- 
ing yards with one score for Brown- 
son. They say he did his happy dance 
all the way back to Lincoln that day 

He thinks it’s pretty special having played for a team — that being 
his 1971 Huskers coached by Bob Devaney — that many consider to be 
the best team ever in the history of college football. 

But there’s one other team that is frequently in the discussion as 
the best team in history and that’s Tom Osborne’s 1995 team led by 
Tommy Frazier. Either way, Husker fan can’t lose. 

Brownson said flying into Lincoln on return trips from those na- 
tional championship bowl games and looking out the windows of the 
plane players saw fans lining the streets, the airport parking lot full of 
cars, signings saying, “WELCOME HOME CHAMPS. WE LOVE 
YOU.” 

Brownson missed a lot of that ‘71 championship season due to in- 
jury but the World-Herald’s Larry Porter probably said it best in the 
December 26, 1971 addition of the newspaper: 

“It’s been a one-man show this season as Tagge has started all 12 
games . . . But if Brownson inwardly resents the “forgotten man” tag 
it never shows. He just does his job and takes solace in the fact that he 
is probably the best number two quarterback in the nation.” 


- 


Find 


The Huskers made a big comeback 
Sept. 5 at the VERT Challenge in Austin, 
Texas. The Huskers trailed Oregon 2-0, 
but a little pep talk from assistant coach 
Chris Tamas helped get them going. 

“Tf I challenge them, it feels like they 
got their butts chewed,’ head coach John 
Cook said. “He challenged them but 
it was in a really positive way. He chal- 
lenged them, but he was right on the 
money. He was walking in all fired up, I 
said, ‘Why don't you talk to them?” 

Cook and Tamas were making the 
long walk from the floor to the Husk- 
ers locker room at the time. Cook said 
Tamas was right on about everything he 
said, so it made sense to let him do the 
talking. 

Cook said both Tamas and his wife 
Jen, who is an also an assistant coach for 
the Huskers, have built a good relation- 
ship with the players. 

“The girls trust him. He’s a great 
coach,’ Cook said. “Jen doesnt travel 
with us, but they've built an incredible 
amount of trust with our team. I think 
when he speaks, they really take it to 
heart.” 

Both assistants are new to the team 
this season, so Cook couldn't say if Chris’ 


_ pep talk was out of character for him. 


“T don't know, Cook said. “I’ve only 
coached five matches with him. It was 
just a gut feeling. We had a long walk to 
get to the locker room and he was chirp- 
ing in my ear. I said, “Why dont you talk 
to them?” 

It must have worked. The Huskers 
came all the way back for a 3-2 victory 
over the then-No. 11 Ducks. 


COOK LOOKING FOR BLOCKING 

Cook was pleased with many areas of 
the Husker team, but after two weekends 
of play he was still looking for improved 
blocking. 

It’s not all about ace blocks - although 
those are nice. Sometimes its just getting 
a hand on a ball and keeping it in play so 
a teammate can dig it. 


i X 
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Cook didn't see the blocking he would 
like against Texas and Oregon either. 

“Nobody is blocking great,” Cook 
said. “It’s early in the year. It's something 
that takes awhile to get good at. We're ac- 
tually blocking better right now than we 
were last year. 'm somewhat more opti- 
mistic, but Oregon was very difficult to 
block because of their speed. Texas was 
just too physical. 

“We blocked a lot of balls that were 
covered, but we also got used a lot. That’s 
something we have to get better at.” 

Part of the problem was that ju- 
nior Amber Rolfzen missed those two 
matches with a medical condition. Cook 
has said Rolfzen was the best rightside 
blocker in the Big Ten last year, so they 
moved her to middle this year. 

Senior Meghan Haggerty took 
Rolfzen’s place and hit over .400 against 
Texas and Oregon. 

“Meghan is hitting great. We just have 
to get her to get more blocks,’ Cook 
said. “We've been working really hard on 
it. She just has to be a little more disci- 
plined. But her stats are great, she’s hit- 
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ting over .400 on the weekend.” 


COOK WANTS MORE FROM 
KADIE ROLFZEN 

Kadie Rolfzen played well in the 
match against Texas, but then played just 
the first two sets against Oregon. She had 
15 kills against the Longhorns, but just 
six against Oregon. 

“Whether she’s tired, we had a hard 
night the night before, she has to be a 
big-time player every play, every day, 
Cook said. “That's my theme here with 
her this year, starting with the beginning 
of the season in practice. She’s done an 
awesome job in practice.” 

Cook said the Huskers were flat ear- 
ly against Oregon, and Kadie Rolfzen 
— unlike someone like libero Justine 
Wong-Orantes - shows it more when 
she’s flat. 

“Justine or some of those other play- 
ers can get away with it,” Cook said. “She 
(Rolfzen) is 6-3. When she’s a step be- 
hind, it shows up. So every day, every 
play, she wants to be a leader on the 
court for us.” 


— a 


“T think Kelly is in a position where she has a high level 
of respect from everybody. I mean the way she handled her 
year of redshirting last year. She took one for the team and 
the program. The way she handled that and still remained 
engaged with everyone. I know she (was) a big leader 
throughout the spring and summer organizing things and 
getting people where they need to be. Anytime you have a 
setter as a captain, your team is better.” 


Wo) alam@rele) 
NU head volleyball coach 


7AUs Romeyeial-Telel (= 
Nebraska Invite at Devaney Center 
Aug. 28 Tulsa A A Oe Gc) 
Aug. 29 Grand Canyon W, 3-0 (2-0) 
Aug. 29 Pittsburgh A Aa i 
Vertical Challenge at Austin, Texas 
Sept. 4 Texas a DY (eB) 
ST :) 0] ie) Oregon W, 3-2 (4-1) 
Ameritas Challenge at Devaney Center 
T=) 0) a Ulead BF WES W, 3-0 (5-1) 
Y=) 0) i 4 USF W, 3-0 (6-1) 
Sept. 12 Georgia Tech W, 3-0 (7-1) 
-) 0} a be) at Creighton 7 p.m. 
Sept. 19 at lowa State 4p.m. 
Y= 0) yA) at lowa 7 p.m. 
1-1 0) m4) lowa 7 p.m. 
Oct. 2 at Penn State 6 p.m. 
Oct. 3 at Ohio State 6p.m. | 
Oct. 7 Mich. State 7 p.m. 
Oct. 10 WM fea te Fea) 7 p.m. 
Oct. 16 at Northwestern 7 p.m. 
Oct. 17 at Illinois 7:30 p.m. - 
Oct. 23 Minnesota 7 p.m. 7 
Oct. 24 Wisconsin 7 p.m. 
Oct. 30 Rutgers 7 p.m. 
Oct. 31 WET AVE Tare | 7 p.m. 
Nov. 4 at Purdue 6 p.m. 
Nov. 7 Fim larelt-lar-} 6 p.m. 
Nov. 11 at Mich. State 6 p.m. 
Nov. 14 at Maryland 6p.m. 
Nov. 18 Tae lee Vare] 7 p.m. 
Nov. 21 at Michigan 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 25 WN TaXey 3 7 p.m. 
Nov. 28 Penn State 7 p.m. 
Dec. 4-5 NCAA ‘1st, 2nd Rds TBD 
Dec. 11-12 NCAA Regionals - TBD 
Dec. 17 NCAA Semis at Omaha 
| DY =o be)  Co7-V-W a lar-1ir-1 MO) tar-lare| Kelly Hunter 
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Hunter spent redshirt season 
honing skills, earning respect 


Story by Bob Hamar « Photo by Jimmy Rash 


A year ago, sophomore Kelly Hunter was in a 
neck-and-neck race with senior Mary Pollmiller in 
the race for the starting setter’s spot at Nebraska. 
Then all of a sudden, she wasn’t. 

Nebraska head coach John Cook considered a 6-2 
offense to get both setters on the court, but then de- 
cided against it. That’s when he approached Hunter 
to ask her if she would redshirt. 

Hunter never hesitated. She took the redshirt sea- 
son, and that left her with three more years as the 
Husker setter. 

This year not only did she enter the fall with the 
setter’s spot all to herself, but Cook also named her a 
co-captain along with senior Alicia Ostrander. 

“IT think Kelly is in a position where she has a 
high level of respect from everybody,” Cook said. 
“I mean the way she handled her year of redshirting 
last year. She took one for the team and the program. 
The way she handled that and still remained en- 
gaged with everyone. I know she (was) a big leader 
throughout the spring and summer organizing things 
and getting people where they need to be. Anytime 
you have a setter as a captain, your team is better.” 

Her teammates definitely appreciated how she 
handled that redshirt season. 

“TI noticed that last year,” junior outside hitter 
Kadie Rolfzen said. “They told Kelly she was going 
to redshirt, she just took that and said, ‘OK, I’m go- 
ing to get better. I have a year to get better for next 
year.’ We knew (the Final Four) was in Omaha at 
that point. 

“Kelly is just all about the team. She’s been really 
good at coming in and getting better every day.” 

It will be a different offense with Hunter leading 
the way. Cook said Pollmiller and Hunter were two 
very different kind of setters. 

“Mary was a very patterned setter,” Cook said. 
“Kelly is a much more creative gunslinger. She fires 
the ball around. Sometimes it’s going to look a little 
shaky, but she’s going to keep teams off balance 
which is really good. The last setter we had that did 
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that was Lauren (Cook). I mean Lauren was very 
unpredictable. Kelly is more of a setter like that, and 
she’s a good enough athlete that she can fire the ball 
anywhere.” 

She’ll be firing it to a couple of long-time team- 
mates in Kadie Rolfzen and her twin sister Amber. 
The three played together in high school and won 
three state championships at Papillion-La Vista 
South. 

It can’t hurt to have a setter who knows a couple 
of the main hitters that well. 

“IT know Amber and I are excited about that,” 
Kadie said. “We’ve played with Kelly and know 
what Kelly is capable of. It’s just exciting knowing 
she’s going to know where we’re at on the court and 
we re going to know where she’s at. She’s just been 
jelling great with everyone.” 

Cook said Hunter did her job well the first two 
weeks of the season. On the first weekend, he want- 
ed to see more blocking from her, but said she had 
so many other things to think about at the same time. 

“Kelly blocked really well against Pittsburgh,” 
Cook said. “Her job right now is thinking about set- 
ting. Everything else is secondary. As she gets more 
comfortable, well see more of what we saw against 
Pittsburgh. Kelly is a very good blocker.” 

The next week in the VERT Challenge in Austin, 
Texas, Cook sand Hunter had a rough start in the 
first set against Texas, but played well the rest of 
that night in a 3-2 loss and again in a 3-2 comeback 
win over Oregon the next day. 

“She played four really good games against Texas 
and five really good games against Oregon,” Cook 
said. “It was a huge step.” 

For Hunter, it really is all about the team, and it’s 
a team she says is ready to shine. 

“T think it’s just the fact that everyone wants it 
so bad,” Hunter said. “We (were) in the gym this 
summer more than we have in previous years. That 
passion can take you really far and I think we have 
that this year.” 
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Jaylyn Odermann wants her final year to be memorable 


aylyn Odermann has only one year 

to play at NU soccer’s new stadium 
but she is just thankful for that oppor- 
tunity. 

A senior who will graduate next May, 
Odermann never thought she would 
play in a new stadium, and along with 
the other seniors, have chance to leave 
her mark by starting “new” traditions 
for the NU soccer program. 

“T did not envision we would have all 
of these facilities,” she said. “The one 
thing that is a big difference is where 
the fans are seated. At the old field, the 
fans were farther away and we couldn't 
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Story by Shane G. Gilster - Photos by Mitch Otto 


really hear them. Now they are close 
and give us a home field advantage like 
a 12th man. We get down a goal and 
these fans keep us in it. 

“We want to play and win for them. 
To show our appreciation we have 
implemented a thing where we would 
go over to the fans and sing the fight 
song with them and clap. We just want 
to applaud them for their hard work 
during the game.” 

Also being able to play night games 
at home gives an added boost to the NU 
soccer team this year. 

“Tt is hard waiting around all day 
to play a night game ... we get antsy,” 


2015 


Odermann said. “We get a lot more fans 
at the games now and when the sun 
ducks down behind the stadium it is like 
a whole other world” 

Odermann has done her part to give 
fans a reason to come to support NU 
soccer early in the season. 

In the opening game Odermann 
was named to CollegeSoccer360.com’s 
(CS360) Primetime Performers Honor 
Roll for Division I, for her performance 
against No. 23 Kansas. 

Odermann had a career day as she 
scored a single-game career-best five 
points against the Jayhawks, consisting 
of two goals and an assist. It was not 


only her first multiple-goal 
game of her career, but 
she also became the first 
defender in NU history to 
score multiple goals in a 
single game since 2009. 
With a performance 
like this one, Odermann’s 
game has become more 
well-rounded by becom- 
ing a threat on both the 


offensive and defensive 
ends. 

She always had the 
athletic potential to be 
this type of player as 
evidence of her grade 
school and high school 

days. 


“T grew up with a 


lot of guys as friends because we 


didn’t have a lot of girls in my neighborhood. Because of that I 
played pretty much every sport as long as I could like lacrosse, 
softball, basketball, volleyball and soccer. I wished I could have 
played football to,” Odermann said. “I stuck with soccer and also 
basketball because my mom played it at Morehead State in Min- 
nesota and she had a chance to play professionally.” 

After playing at Duchesne Academy in Omaha her freshman 
year, Odermann transferred to Millard North. Even though her 


and her family moved to Gretna during her sophomore season, 
Odermann continued to play for 


the Mustangs. 

As a junior and 
senior, she was a Super- 
State selection by the 
Lincoln Journal Star and 
first-team All-Nebraska 
pick by the Omaha 

World-Herald. 

Odermann made her 
mark as a defender leading 
Millard North to a Class A 
state title during her junior 
season. 

“A lot of people don't like 
defense because they think 
you have to do all the dirty 
work and you dont get a lot 
of glory,” she said. “But you 
can see everything on the 

field and have to maneuver 
everyone, so you play a key 
role kind of like a quarter- 
back. You have to talk a lot” 
Nebraska wanted someone 
just like Odermann to be a 
leader of their team, which is 
why they offered her a soccer 
scholarship early in her high 
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7 school career. 


“T committed to Nebraska 

} during my freshman year of 

if high school,” she said. “I visited 
Kansas and Creighton besides 
Nebraska but I told coach 

Walker that I wanted to play for 

him at Nebraska.” 

Initially Odermann’s parents 
didn’t think it was a good idea 
for their daughter to commit 
so early and wanted her to take 
some time and keep her options 
open. But Odermann said she just 
had a gut feeling and hasn’t regret- 
ted her decision since. 

Now in her final year as a 
Husker, she will be looking to fin- 
ish not only strong on the field but 
in the classroom as she prepares for 
the next chapter in her life. 


“My parents are proud of me that 
I am going to graduate in four years, but it is kind of scary that 


the real world is 8 months away,” she said. “My major is Com- 
munication Studies with a Psychology minor. After graduation, I 
am looking into something that involves public relations but it is 


kind of open for me if I have an outstanding season and have an 
opportunity play professional soccer.” 


. 
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But before the real world, Odermann and her teammates have 


work to do on the soccer field. 
The signs are pointing upward, 
as the team is competing closely 
with some of the best teams in 
the country. 

They have already beaten 
two Top 25 teams who were 
ranked at the time they played 
them; Kansas (#23) and DePaul 
(#20) and fought hard in losses 
against No. 4 North Carolina 
and No. 11 BYU. 


n 
Five Questions with Jaylyn Oderman 


: r player? 
ite rofessional socce ‘onatteam): 
favorite P FEC and U.S.A nation ae 


: Who is your i 
* Leer ev pe ee game. I love her heart 
Doe aeak chease lover tal ; 
ae i emnanding presence on the field 
is 


: ite actress? 
+16? Who is your favorite : h 
: ies do you like? Lively ... she 
OME ee xe favorite actress would be Blake Lively 
A: like comedies. 


is flawless. 


“We were short on numbers 
. ith injuries and illnesses 
: ite food? : 4d of pizza with inj 
laa ee Serer crust. But you give me any kind of P for that BYU game, so seeing 
A: Pizza preferably 
and I'll eat it. 


how well we played against 

a team like them gets me 
really excited for the future 
when we are at full strength,” 
Odermann said. 

“We lost to BYU before 
(3-0 in 2013) but back then 
it was more of a brutal loss. 
We held them in the first 
half and then in the second 
they got all over us. But 
this game this year, we 
thought we could have had 


at least a tie with them if 
not a win.” 


: 2 
: sic do you listen to* gremood. 
Q: W te ees __ it kind of os ane a 
A; Anythin vene time it’s rap MU ‘ 
it’ > ; Canada so 
In the ae ‘ s eae e Katie (Kraeutner) is from 
with a lot of beat. 


i ae music. 
sometimes I have to put up with her regg 


2 
, ractices or games* ae 
any rituals before p y team meeting 
Q: Do you ae is when Katie and I go oe ee eee 
A: Too many: ntied, Our coach starts with defen eens ake 
anes ae. din the attack.. » that’s when we 
when he says: #1 


NE 
ties hers first and then I tie min 
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HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
ACROSS PTT 


1.2017 non-conference opponent : . 


6. Miami Heisman Trophy winner (1992) 5 
8. Miami Heisman Trophy winner (1986) ——— scr — le — 


10. Miami nickname 

mm El 
12. Number of Tommy Armstrong touch- 
down passes vs. BYU et} | tT | tt | iz 


11 
14. Miami bowl game after 2014 season lal 
15. Frank Solich’s current school ee ee ea Tet 
16. Leading tackler vs. BYU Le] 


17. Wears No. 87 (offense) ia ia ia 
21. Homecoming opponent - a 


22. Leading receiver vs. BYU 
25. Former Miami coach who went on to Pelee We Wee dale! 
coach Dallas Cowboys | i 

26. 1972 Outland Trophy winner || lle Pie 

27. Miami Lombardi Award winner ie td iz 

28. Wears No. 21 (offense) 26 27 

29. Strength coach i asan 

30. Defensive li h 

Aceon eae a — 
ONIN aaa 6 


2. Redshirt freshman who started on SEPTEMBER 19 PUZZLE 
offensive line vs. BYU i 
3. Leading rusher vs. BYU 2 3 
rai [A [ My | Pe Lo[L|t | 2 | 
4. Wears No. 11 (offense) 
5. Backup quarterback who punted vs. BYU PB} RIALY, : 
7. Wears No. 82 (offense) FR | lofs|T| Pufo{B}t fi] e| 
9. Miami’s conference (abbreviation) 0 | B | Zz 
11. Intercepted pass vs. BYU D | e-em 2 
13. Led Miami to 2 national ch ionshi head 
ae ami national championships as hea STAPATR PLE erate ulAlals| = 
Wy iW 
14. Oct. 3 opponent s ey | araresr 0 e) 
i ea er BEG Doeeoans 2826 OO 
ward winner 
19. Miami head coach A WN 
20. True freshman who started at linebacker vs. D | | FR} i [Mit [Nn f&[T FO IN | a 
BYU ol fa & 
22.2016 non-conference opponent fE|R|S| ‘nal 
23. Mike Riley’s alma mater ey iuje R | = 
24. Wears No. 11 (defense) M | 0 | 0 | Lw 
P| a i 
Y 
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Get and than the Competition 


Troy Watchorn, former Blackshirt free safety 

(1996-2000), believes that each athlete is dif- 

ferent and in order to increase each athletes 

performance, their training program must be = Ge 
customized to the specific needs of the athlete. 


Testimonial: 

“When I was an athlete at Nebraska, the strength 
coaches used a similar system to develop me from a 
walk-on into a starting Blackshirt free safety on the #1 
team in the country. It also was used to develop stron- 
ger and faster athletes that were participating in other 


Watchorn is President/Owner at T7 Fitness, ~ Fw 5 
ae : } sports. It revolutionized the way athletes were being 
where they utilize the (ASI) evaluation system ; 3 
: : é trained and developed then and now. 
to design customized age and sport specific 2 ae 
speed and strength programs for a diverse Sarey wacker 
group of athletes. aroyvatenenn 


ASI evaluations and program designs offered include: 


* Individual (1-on-1) 
* Small Group (2-5/participants) 
* Full team 


FASTER STRONGER 


www.t7fitness.com 


VALUATION 


GET PRO SKILLS 


Digital diagnosis of agility and speed 
‘ : Increase strength 
Comprehensive overview of where 


athlete needs to improve Increase running speed / agility 
Increase power 


Call 402.350.5178 to schedule your evaluation and training. t7fitness.com 


= Your team. All the time= = 
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